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Tun Auth ; 30 this Ba Site 
- of his, 10 [ay the Church level 
" with the Ground, takes 4 great 
[dept ot Pains in 'bislong Pretace 
0 little, "Purpoſe: That is, to ſhow whar the 
Preſent. liſhment of the Church b Eng- 
Land is, as by the Laws 'of the 9 85 it 
now ſtands „which is {6 plain, no 
goibg 2500 to diſpute it with him: 
then to allert the Rights of the Chriſtian 
Church, he goes a great Way. round, and 
belpatters every Body he meets with,” ro 
prove juſt nothing at al to his Purpoſe. * 
ewing. that the Dofrine of Two Inde pen. 
dent . one belong ing to the Ner- 
95 by Diuine, the other to f he King and Pat- 
ame ni by "Humane Right, 7s 75 iftent 
with the C onſtitat ion of the Eftabli/yd 
Church. Pray how do the Rights of any 
National Church in particular” take A 
or deſtioy the Rights of the Chriſtian 
Church in general? But our Author, to 
1 the Caule a — more, inſtead 
o 
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of explaining it, ſays, It will be nece ſſury to 

ſhew what 3s contain d in the Idea of Go- 
vernment, Which inſtead of ſhew ing any 
thing to me, bas plainly put me into the 
Dark, that I cannot underſtand what he 
means by it. 

Ideſhe this Logical Concluſion may be 
confider'd: Firſt, he ſays; As 78 Legi ſlative 
Power, 4 that belongs ſo the Clergy by Di- 
vine kight, it muſt be when they are uſſem- 
— in 8 co the 25 40 
Chap. 19. 15 2 Ber to an ſuch Dine N ght 
— th "that At de no leſs =” 
Premunire for them ſo much as to_meet 
chi hous the King's MIt. 
Whit pitiful Argument is here? A Junior 
Sopb of either Univerſity would be aſham d 
of; for how does he make it appear that 
what Divine Right the Clergy have muſt 
needs be in Convocation, ſince they pretend- 
ed to that long betore Convocations were 
known? But ſuppoſing they had not pre- 
tended to any ſuch Right but in Convoce- 
tion, can the Stature of a particular Nati- 
on, by inflifting a Premunire abrogate the 
general Kights of the Chriſtian Church, 
whether Divine or Humane? If he has 1 
other thing to prove by this than what 
here take Notice of, it is paſt finding out. 
(Bur ere was always a diftin& Legiſla- 
tive Power in rhe Prieſts or Clergy, both in 
the FJewiſb and Gentle States, as well as 
Chriſtian. I ſhall prove, and firſt begin with 
the Theocracy of 1/rael. | 

God did ever diſtinguiſh the Office of 
the Prieſt and Magittrate, and admitted 
ee | | 7 ne 
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none of the Laity under Pain of Death 
to meddle with Matters proper to the Of- 

fices of Church Men, either. Priefts or Le- 
vites, as is evident from the Caſe of Ko- 
rab and his Company: Let we ſhall often 
find alſo, that in Matters of Council and 
Judicature, and Exerciſe of Government, 
and the like, ' which concern the Common 
Good of Humane Society, there was an 

Int rmixture of both Laity and Church- 
men; ſo the Supream Charge of the Peo- 
| pu was committed jointly to Aaron and 
ur, while Moſes was abſent in the Mount. 
And this was before the Inſtitution of Urin 
and Thummin , ſo alſo the High · Prieſt ſate 
in the great Council in ſael. And in Da- 
vid's Time, when he gave up the Kingdom 
to Solomon, he call'd the Prizſts and Levites 
as Officers and Judges before him; and in 
( Feboſhaphat's Reformation, in Feruſulen be 
ſet of the Levites, and of the Priefts, and 

of the chief of the Fathers, for the 7, 

ment of the Lord, and for Comroverfies 


when they return'd to Jeruſalem. 
So we find the Chief Priefts and Elders 


3 in = 3 ; 
and Foſephws ſays, Ihat formerly in every 
Cty — were Seven Judges, and foreach 
of them Two Levites, who in Conjunttion 
one with another made up the ſeveral 
Benches of their Cities. Thus then it was 
in 1/-ael, and the like were the Captains of 
the Gentues concerning theſe Things; and 
fuch have been likewiſe in the Chriſtian 
Church. The Apoſtles at their firſt plant- 
ing of Chriſtianity, nor their Succeſſors a 
B 2 long 
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long Time after, were not a Chu'ch. in- 
cotporated into the State. But the Laws 
and Cuſtoms. of the firſt Chriſtian Empe- 
tors went in the ſame Track which we 
have! mentioned, and for the very ſame 
| Reaſons, as may be ſeen. in the many Pla- 
ces of the Code and Novels of Jaſlinian; 
the ITheodaſian Code, and other Monuments 
nofbeſe Tings: bo hog, 
Notwithſtanding our, Author, to put the 
Mutter home, and ſtifle at once the Noiſe 
dhe ſays is daily made about the Dir erof 
the Church, affirms the Doctrine of Two 
Independent Governments is inconſiſtent 
with the Conſtitution of the . Eftablith'd 
Church; I fay. the Chriſtian Church, and 
ivil State, are in themſclves diftinQ. and 
different Societies, and ſo they ought to be 
reſteem'd by every one who owns the Uni- 
verſal Church of Chriſt; the one being a 
Civil, and the other a Spiritual Conjuncti- 
on of; Men; and, God, who, hath appointed 
them both to have a Being and Continu- 
ance in the World, hath alſo appointed di- 
ſtindt Governours and Governments for 
them; or elſe if it were not ſo, Govern- 
ment being neceſſary to Society, they cou'd 
not both 1ubſift and continue apart in the 
World. But it is not only convenient, but 
neceſſary for the Banefit and Well-being of 


Mank ind in relation to them both, that they 
ſhou'd be in a Capacity fo to ſubſiſt; and, 


tde-fato, they have ſo ſubſiſtee. 
The Difference of Order and Power in 
Govergours is a thing neceſſary to the Be- 
ing ot all Governments; Fethro's Advice 
ul Pls to 


. . 
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to Moſes was to divide the Burthen, of. his 
Government amongſt bis reputed Officers, 
becauſe himſelf alone was not able to bear. 
it. The Diſtinction and Proper rad of \ 
the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Powers and 
Righis of Government in any Society flows 
each of them from the Appointmeng, of, 
God, according to the diſtind Nature and. 
Quality of the Things and Affaits about 
which they are Converſant, and in which, 
it is Neceſſary they ſhou'd have to do for 
the Support of their diftinQ and ſeveral Socie 
ties. Sacerdotes, ſaith Ariſtot/e, genus unt 
quoddam 1 a (iuilibhus Magiſira - 
11bas ſcili ex Natura rei reſtinguendum && . 
eperandum. I by rs Stow ng 
And theſe Powers in all Societies, and the 
Church Government of them, a either in 
Conjunction one with another, as when Re- 
ligion is National, and the Church Incorpo+ 
rate into the State, or elſe leparately one 
from the other, as in the contrary Cale ; 
But yet ſtill the Eccleſiaſtical Power ought 
to act as in Subordination to the Civil, 
as God has directed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures; and that theſe Powers are always, and 
more particularly in every Church. Govern- 
ment, to be preſerved diftin& by the Appoint : 
ment of God, and according to the different 
- Qualities of their Affairs, is evident from 
the Univerſal Conſent of all Laws and Na- 
tions that have ever been» in the World ;, 
ſo in the Polity ot the Patriarchs, the.Pricſt- 
ly- Office, and the Office of the Civil Ma, 
giſtrate, though united in One Perſon, were 
ever reckon'd as diſtinct, and were Con- 


ver ſant about diſtinct ſort of Affairs. Sa- 
B 3 cerdoti 


——_— 


| cerdoti funtlum fuiſſe Adamum dubium non J. 

eſt, tum in recipiendis, atq; offerendis ſacri · 

is, &c. ſays Bertram; and again, Noa- 
chus ex Arca egreſſus, ad Pri ſtinos ritus di 
vini cultus redit; coſq apud ſuos omnes 
nondum diſper ſos exercuit. So alſo in the | 
Polity of I/rae! in the Wilderneſs, God him- 
ſelf Eſtabliſh'd and Aſſign'd particularly the 
diſtin& Office and Affairs of Moſes and Aa- 
rol, 

And by the Laws of ſeveral Emperors they * 
were determined to be a diftin& Body from | 
the Laity; and in their ſeveral Stations had 
the Peculiar Aſſignation of the Church-Bu- 
ſineſs to their Management. and. as Church- 

Men. were excluded from the ordinary Ma- 

nagement of other Matters, as not being 

the Proper Buſineſs of their Function. So. 

the Emperors, Homrius and Theodaſius, 

Placet noſtræ clementie, ut nibil Commune 5 

Clerict cum publicis allionibus vel ad curiam 
tinentibus, cujus Car pori non ſunt an- 

yo: babeant. And — alſo Proper 

Tribunals, before which only they were 

to be Summon d, as is to be ſeen in the ſe- 

veral Laws in the Code, bus. 
Notwithſtanding this our Prefacer aſſerts, 0 

Theſe Pouers were not diſtinũ till the See 

of Rome got the Aſcendant, and without 

that the Canon Law cou'd never have broke 

in upon ut: Then, and not till then, did the © 

Clergy attempt 10 bind the Laily by Laws 

they never conſented o. Now it is very 

Unnatural to ſuppoſe at this Time, as then, 

that Buſineſs of one Calling ſhou'd be re- | 

fert d to any other Men but of the on | [7 

; | Mg Le ' ; e 1 * / | 


1 3 


1 
— „* 


% 


Z 
—_. 


that the 


Calling, even in the Inferior and more Pat- 
ticular Vocations in Societies; and that thoſe 


Vocations ſhou'd be diſtinguiſh'd and dif- 


ferenced according to the different Nature 


and Quality of their Affairs. But it is a ve- 


ry odd Argument at this Time of Diy this 
B 1d Aſertor offers, that in the Reigns of 
William Rufus, Henry II. and Richard II. 
it was not left to the Clergy who then ſbou d 


ecknowledge the Pope, but ſettled by Parlia- 


ment, and Laws made to Puniſh the Clergy 


who" toould not own the Parliamentary Popes. 


And ſuppoſe now an Act was made, as our 
Author would Perſwade us he wilhes to 
ſee effected, to Aboliſh the Order of Prieſts 
and put the Church out of Danger, wou 

that be an Argument to futurity that neither 


the Church' nor the Clergy were any part 


of the Exgliſb Conſtitution? This is what 
he Aims at, and would Fortifie by the Igno- 
rance and Superſtition of thoſe Times, which 


is an Argument ſtrongly againſt him, for, 
ſays he, This Notion Li 


Liberty. that no 
Man ought to be Bound by a Law he does not 


"conſent to, was ſo ſtrongly Engraven on our 


Anceſtors Minds, that nothing cou'd Efface; 


and we find em often Proteſting that this 


and rother thing does not bind them becauſe 
done without their Conſent, that they wou'd 
not be Bound by any Ordinances of the Cler- 


gy without their Aſſent; that they toon d no 


more ſubjett themſelves to the Clergy than 

their N had done. This may ſhow 

ergy in thoſe Times of Ignorance 

had impos d too much upon the Laity. and 

that they were ſtruggling to ſhake off the 
4 


Yoke, 
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0 


-vocation, if not a Divine, had a Legal Right 


917 2 

N- burch fff ahliſtd: Or 1 
Yoke,. which. was then too Burthenſome for 
em 19; bear; not doing like our Author, fra- 
ming a Ney Conſtitution, becauſe ſome- 
thing in the Old was. Troubleſome, and 
wanted mending: But I cannot diſcover the 
Wie that he ppg ies in er. 

bo, he fays, e for ſubverting our Con- 
ſticution, though at the ſame Time he makes 


I; appear that they are Bound by the Laws 
nd and Foot, ſince the Chriftian Religion, 
be Pro- 


af which I hope they ate allow'd to, 


fellors, .is every Way a Friend to Humane 

oclery. and the moſt likely Means by which 
uch a Society may be maintain d in Peace. 
I wonder to find our Author asking the 
eſtjon, Heu could the Parliament, Fi tbe 
e bad a Divine Right 10 ma 


Ec- 

clelſaſtical Laws, enable bath Henry VII. 
and Edward V I. Authorize Thirty:two Per, 
ſen, \alf of em Las. len, to EfablAb all 
7 5 2 laftical Laws as ſhou d be thought 

by ;the, Kung and them Convenient ia be ufd 
in all Eccleſiaſtical \Courts, and that all ot ber 
Canons. ſbou d be Null and Void £ J. might 
as. well Demand how the Parliament cou d 
enable Qucen Mary to Re- eſtabliſn the 


Church of Rome and the Popes Supremacy 


Here again, if the Parliament in King Ed 


ward Time bad a Legal Right to make 


ays for the Eſtabliſhment of the Church of 
England then newly Reform'd from the Er- 
tors of that of Rome? Bur as it plainly 
apprars the Parliament in King Edward's 


Time had a Legal Right to make Laws, c. 


ſo it may be prov'd as clcarly that the Con- 


Slven 
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given em by the 7 95 of the Nation, 
whereby they had Power to make and or- 
dain Canons that were binding to the King's 


N eee 

| Bur ſtill to go on with his Argument of 
Power, he infers from it, There 7s no Right 
where that and Poſſeſſion takes Place: From 
whence he gathers ſtrange Truths known to 
every Body, That the Convocation it ſo far 
from att 55 on the Foot of a Divine Right, 
that the King's Injanctions have been taten 
ever ſince the Reformation to bind the Clergy. 
equally with their By. Lato or Canons : A 
ro, Prove the Convocation, if ever they had 
a Divine Right. haye loſt ir, becaufe the 
Biſhop of Sarum ſhews us, that theCrown 
for above One Hundred and Forty Years has 
been in Polſ:{fion of a Right of making uſe 
of a Convocation, or of ſettling Matters of 
Religion without it; ſo that the Clergy's 
Power, -lays our Author, 1 nar to be ſo 
great as that of every Petty Corporation, 
and. "tis very hard that won't Pleaſe you, 
Sit; how Uiminutive wou d you have them 
By my Conſent they ſhou'd ſubmit to your 
Terms : They muft needs be very Advan- 
tageous to them; you, have ſuch a profound 
Reſpect for the Chuich, and the Cure of 
Souls, you wou'd Advance them all to the 
Degree of Coblers ; but not to the Power, 
leſt then you might perhaps come to Tread 
upon a worſe Boom. 3 
All the reſt of his Preface that relates to 
the Legiſlation of the Civil Power, in Op- 
poſition to that of the Fccleſiuſſi k, is all 
drawn down from Hegry VIII's Time, fince 
in | when 
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when the Clergy have given away the 
Rights they had, in being a conſiderable 
Part of the Legiſlature of this Nation; it 
is not to the Aigument, whether that Power 
they had was given them from Divine, or 
Humane Laws, ſince according to our Au- 
thor's own Hypotheſit they had a good 
Titl: to them, trom an uninterrupted Poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſome Hundred Years 5 but he 
deals not upon the Square in this Argument, 
by cramping the Diuine Right he aſſign'd to 
*em, with the unlimitted Authority of the 
Civil Power, which. if it ſhou'd take away 
the Uſe of the Scriprures, or deny the Di- 
vinity of our Saviour, yet notwithſtanding 
this, one wou'd be no leſs a God, or the 
other of Divine Inſpiration. So that at this 
Rate the Power of Parliaments well may 


reach to the annulling of Canons, fince leſs 


Power has ſervd to take away the Uſe of 
the Goſpel z but yet this Gentleman's Nice 
Argument mayn't hold good, that that 
which has Power to take away a thing, has 
Power to Eſtabliſh it, when he ſays. If rhe 
Parliament can Annul Eccleſſaſtical Canons, 
they muſt be able to make en. 
| He tells us a mighty Secret. That all the 
Laws in the-Saxon and Britiſh Times, which 
concern'd the whole Church, were made by 
the ſame Power which made the Temporal 
Laws ;. and III tell him, as our H ſtorians 
Teſtifie too, that all the Laws of thoſe 
Times that concern the State and Civil 
Government were made by Church- Men; 


and what is here got by this mighty Diſco- 


very, but that the Clergy and Laity, the 
major 
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major Part of which were the Firſt, Conſti 
tuted the Repreſentatives of the Nation, from 
the eatlieſt Accounts we have, and can rely 
on, of the State of Britain? Ws 
But our Prefacer reſolving neither to 
leave Bilhop nor Biſhoprick, ſays, If. the 
Leg:i/lative 'Pomers can Diſſlue a Biſhop» 
rick. as he has affirm'd they can, and did 
that of Durham by the gth of Edward VI. 
they muſt be able to Unbiſhop a Man, ſince 
Biſhops and Biſhopricks are Relatives, and 
} » conſequently can't. ſubſift one without the a 
5 other. This is Advice indeed, and worthy on- 
ly thoſe who are Members of ſuch a Church 
as he fancies Eſtabliſh'd bere in England, 
but I hope will never find ſo, fince Church- 
Governours and Miniſters in the Chriſtian 
Church have ever had a full Power and 
. diſtint Right from Chriſt of doing all 
Things belonging to them, in their ſeveral 
Capacities in the Church, whether of Mi. 
niſtry, Furiſdition, or Order, as is prov'd 
Firſt Irom Matth. 28. 18, 19, 20, 2dly, 
John 20. 23. 3dly, Ads 1. 23, 24, 
25, 26. and Aﬀs 14. 23. And fo ſay the 
Councils Derivat vely from the Scriptures 
concerning theſe Things. So the Sixth Ge- 
neral Council of Conflantinople, in the Sixty. 
fourth Canon; ſo alſo in the Nicene Coun- 
cil of Three Hundred and Eighteen Biſhops 
under Conſtantine, in the Fourth Canon con- 
ceraing the Ordination of a Bilkop ; and in 
the Apoſtolical Canons; in the Firſt and 
.S:cond Canons concerning the Oidination of 
the other Degrees of the Clergy; and the 
like in all other Eccleſiaſtical Confticutions, - 


ö 


the like alſa they have in all 


generally down all along che ſeveral Apes of 


dhe Church. Let the! Apoſtolical Conftity- 
tions of Cen Romanus be look'd into: 


and the ſeveral Titles in the Sextum, 2 
mentiger, and othef karts of rhe Cano 
Lam, and we hall find theſe more Gener 
owets and Rights ate thoſe which accord- 
g to the Nature of them do only pro. 
petly belong to Church- Men 5 ſuch, as 
| articulars 
wharſoever, whether the Church be Incor- 
porate into the State in any Community, 
that are Neceffary to them for the Support 
and Preſervation of their Church. © 
And this is a Grand Right, both Civil 
and Divine, belonging ordinarily to them 
as Governours in ſoch a Society: And he 
that ſhall deny them ſuch Power, muſt ſay 
that God hath deny'd' them the Means to 
455 - that he hath committed the Pre- 
ation and Support of the Church to them 
as Governours and Miniſters of it, and yet 
that he hath denied them the Power of 
doing thofe Things which are Neceſſaty for 
ſuch a Preſervation. And it will be 5 
true by any one who conſiders this Matter 
throughly, that he who ſhall venture fo far 
to confound Divine Affairs with Humane, 
as to put the Buſinets proper to the Function 
of the Miniſtry into the Hands of the Laity, 


ſhall do that which will tend to the taking 


away of the very Miniſterial Function it 
ſelf, and even of all Religion whatſoever 


in the end: Eſpecially it he make ſuch 
Confuſion as our Author: For the Character 


of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons impreſs d upon 
| them 


\ 
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them. in, their firſt, e is e 
a8 to any Humane Power, notw bl ſtanding 
what Mr, Hobs 178 on that Head „ with 
om. 1 find our e Boes Hand in 
It, © And mhexeas in. BU Commonyrealth, 
© inftitured by 4 org was not. only a 
1 High. Prieſt for the preſcnt, but allo a 
* $40 eſſion and Order of Prieſts, it — 
1 9115 ur Saviqur Chriſt did 
© not ordain the like?. To which may be 
E anſwer d, that the High Prieſthood, foraſ- 


aneh FO concern d- tfie Authority thereof, 


©, was in the Ferſo 22 of Chriſt. as he was 
15 that is, Kiog, So alſo. it was in 
es, Aaron, having the Miniſterial Part 
7 only. And ſceing our Saviour was chim- 
n © ſelf the Sacrifice, who but himſelf cou d 
offer him up? And for the Celebration of 
© that Sacrifice tor ever, our Saviour an- 
5 xd the Prieſthood to thoſe whom he 
ad appointed to govern. in the Church. 
Hobs & Corp Polt. P 2. Ch. 1 1. Sect. 11. 
5 The Soveraign Power of a mon- 
wealth can in no Caſe be fubject to an 
© Authority Eccleſiaſtical , beſides 2 
- Chriſt himſelf; and tho he be informed 
© concerning the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
C © ſubject himſelf chereto.at the Perfwahons 
© of Perſons Eccleſiaſtical, yet is he not 
thereby ſubject to their Government and 
* Rule, For if it were by their Authority 
he rook that Vcke upon him, and not by 
. * their Perſwaſjon, then by the fame Au- 
* thority he might caſt it off. But Aude 
e fox if all the Churches jn,che 


13 


14 No. Church Eſtabliſßſd: or. 
World ſhou'd renounce the Chriftian 
© Faith, yer is not this ſufficient Authori- L 
© ty for any of the Members to do the fame: 1 
It is manifeſt therefore that they who 1 
© have Soveraign Power are immediate Ru- ' 
lers of the Church under Chriſt, and all | 
others but Subordinate to them. If that 
* were not, but Kings ſhould command one | 
Thing upon Pain of Death, and Priefts | 
© another upon Pain of Damnarion, it wou'd | 
© be impoſſible that Peace and Religion N 
© ſhould ſtand together. Hobs de Corp. Po.. 
r 0 
From hence we may learn what an Ad ver- 
ſary we have to deal with, whoſe Doctrine 
is Hobs Redivivus only he was modeſter than 
our Author, in ſaying, that if all the Churches 
in the World ſhou'd renounce the Chriftian 
Faith, yet is not that a ſufficient Avtho; - 
| rity for any of the Members to do the fame, (8) 
| Yer we have got a Gentleman here is per- | 
ſwading every diſtin Member to renounce 
| 


1 
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the Faith, tho' all the Chriſtian Churches 
in the World proſeſs ſomething of it: That 
ſomething is more than he is willing to al- 
low, ſince he very uncharitably ſuppoſes 
Intereſt has got the better of their Conſcien- | 


Os... - 
But it happily falls out that this ſevere 

| Cenſurer of Church Men and their Practices 
A brings an Argument out of Puffendorf to 
| ſupport what he deſign'd to overthrow : 
For taking the Advantage of what the Cler- 
conſented to, in order to carry on the 
Reformation. and maintain it againſt Po 
and Fanaticiſm, they yielded to the King 
I's : pi- 
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Spiritual Supremacy; that they might be 
rid of that of the Fope's, which exerciſed 
an uncontroulable - JuriſdiQtion over them. 
So that they were glad to put themſelves 
u:der the Protection of their Natural t rince 
at chat Time of Day, and own the fame 
Power on King Edward's Coming to the 
Crown, in order to perfect the Retormation 
they had ſo happily. begun by ſuch a Sub- 
miſſion, without which that Reformation 
had never been effected. And it is hard 
now that thoſe Forms which they then 
yielded to, to gain ſuch a Point, ſhou'd 


now be pleaded againſt them, to debar them 


of that Right they might otherwiſe juſtly 
claim as inherent to their Office. Puffen- 
dorf makes this Excuſe for rhe Power the 
Clergy anciemly enjoy'd, that becauſe Sove- 
raigns did not at ff concern themſelves with 
the Welfare of the Chriſtian Religion, the 
Chriſtians gh 5 without their Alfi ſtance 
conſlituted a Miniftry, and an outward 
Church Government among themſelves. 
This ſhows that the Clergy did exerciſe 
2 Power and Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction before 
the Civil Magiſtrate aſſum'd any, or inter- 
fered in Church Matters: And it was 
no difficult Buſineſs for to bring the Clergy 
to ſuch an Acknowledgment as our Author 
mentions was made to Edward VI. ſinck the 
Clergy at that time wou'd willingly have 
| piven up one half of their former Privi- 
edges, that they might enjoy the Liberty 
they had then newly obtaind from the 
Yoke of Rome. If the King or his Coun- 
cel had ask d more of them at that time 


it 
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it had been granted them. But then it may 


be urg dag iin they cou'd not diſpoſe of that 
which was not in their Power to give, and 
whieh they cou d only exerciſe during their 
own Natural Lives. The Priviledges gran- 
ted to them as Miniſters of the Church of 
Chrift, is not a Donation they can difpo 
of to eftablith any National Church in 
the World: It is not a Right transferrable, 
and Eonfequently no Laws in the World 
can give another Poſſeffſion of it. Nor 55 
the Confent of the Parties àdd to of dimi- 
niſh the Title of the preſent Poſſeſſor. n 
But we have too many now that pra- 
Qice theſe Machiaviliun Politicks, affirming 
that the Church and our Religion are no 
more-Pirrs of rhe Conſtitution, than asthe 
are Subordinate and Subſervient to the Poli. 
9 of the Government, and Good of the 
dommon Weal. Theſe are Atheiſts indeed, 
who, Feroboam like, care not at all for 
God nor Religion, but abuſe both for their 
Intereſt * They may, like ill Weeds, flou- 
riſh fot a Time, and there will be a Time 
to pluck them up by the Roots. They will 
be remembred Ike Pilate in the Creed, or 
Maat in the Goppel. 
There are others who ſeem more mode- 


rate, whoſe Counſcls are no leſs pernicious, 


becauſe they ſeem to ſpeak. in a favoura- 
ble and more ſpecious Way, like the Devil 
transforming himſelf into an Angel of Light. 
Theſe advile Princes to clip the Wings of 
thoſe who are ſoaring on the Pinnacles of 
the Church, diveſt them of thoſe Rights 
and Ptiviledges which — — 
. : eſſion 
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ſeſſion they and their Predeceſſors have en- 
oy'd, and to which the Church is by all 
ofitive Civil Law and Right entitled no leſs 
than any other Subject or Subjects wharloe- 
ver. Theſe Counſels for a Time may pre- 
vail, and the Church for a little while ſup- 
preſs d; but if God have Mercy in Store 
tor that Kingdom it will not continue 


long. 2 | 
"Theſe Achitophels whiſper it into the 
Ears ot Princes, that if the Ten Commands» 
ments of Moſes, the Articles of the Creed, 
and the Lord's Prayer be _preſerv'd,- irmat- 
ters not for the reſt; whether Biſhops, or 
no Biſhops, whether Prieſts; or no, whether 
Men in Sacred Orders, authorized by Con- 
ſecration and Impoſition of Hands, or ſuch 
as ſhall be allowed by the Lay-Magiſtrare, 
and admitted to exerciſe all Ecclefiaſtical 
Juriſdiction from the Civil Power; -whe- 
ther any Solemnity ſhall be obſerv'd in the 
Publick Worſhip, or not; whether in 4 
Church Conſecrated, or in a private Houſe 
or Barn; whether Chrift have a Patrimony, 
or his Servants be allow'd only a ſtarving 
Subſiſtence at the Diſcretion of Lay-Men. 
Theſe are wicked Counſels, and have in 
former Ages prov'd deſtructive to Kings, 
to their Crowns, and to their Poſterity, 
King Saul, for ought we know, did not te- 
{train or pollute the Worſhip he |; nor 
took from their Prieſts what was their Due; 
but it is manifeſt he neglected God and his 
Church, his Worſhip and his Miniſtry; 
he had no leſs Eſteem for them than any 
of his Subjects — And we ay 


— — — 
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obſerve he was puniſhed with the Forfei 
ture of his Crown and Kingdom, and God 
2 a Man, a King according to his 
art, to right the Church. to order the 
Service aright. which eftabliſh'd the Ki 
dom fr ever. The Church was the A/p 
and Omega of bis Government; he conſe- 


ctated hz beginning of his peaceable Reign 


with bri ging home the Ark; be ſpent the 
moſt of his Time in ordering and <ſtabliſh- 
ing the Scrvice of God, wich its S lemni- 
iy and ended his Life and Reign, exhorting 
lomon to do the like. to build the Tem- 
e, and kaving by Legacy an Immenſe 


Treaſure, conſecrated it to this Purpoſe. = 
I any will look upon theſe Counſelors, 


he will find that they have a mighty Zeal 
and Care of their own Honour and Wealth, 
how much ſoever they recruit their Zeal 
towards God and his Houſe ; They will not 
dwell but in Howes of Cedor, bur can ſee 
the Ark f God within Curtains. This 


makes them that they can ſuffer to ſee 


Church ipoil'd, if they or theirs can but 
de enrich'd by her Spoils, Chriſtians they 
cannot be, whatioever they profeſs; they 
are in a contraty, a contradictory Way to 
Chriſt ; of whom it was ſaid, The Zeal of 
ty Houſe bath eaten me up; of them it is 
verified. That their Zeal bath eaten up the 
Houſe of God, If theſe Men can enjoy their 
owh, make up an Eſtate upon the Ruins of 
the Church, or better a former Eſtate, they 
not tho? Levites uſurp upon Prieſts, 
reshyters upon Biſhops, and Chriſt and his 

imony be both out of the _ : 
1 n en 
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Ten Shekels of Silver, and a Suit of 
rel, is enough, and ſome think too much, tor 
the beſt of God's Servants: All inthe end 
will prove Aurum  Tho/oſanum,” like the 
Collop the Eagle brought from the Altar 
to feed her young ones, ſo much Fire 
came With ir, that it conſumed the Neſt, and 
the young ones too. 
When the Church of God is in ſuch Di- 
ſtreſs, it is not only a Sin to hearken to evil 
Counſels againſt it, but ſuch as may, and 
are able to prevent theſe Milchiefs, 
and do it not, God will charge them 
with it. Some there are who ptofeſs they 
do not like the Condition of the Church, 
but for Reaſons of S. ate, Way muſt be given 
to the Current of the Stream, and a fir Op- 
portunity waited to right what is amils; 
1 will nor ſearch the Hearts of ſuch Men, I 
leave them to him whotrieth the Reins... and 
. knoweth our Thoughts afar off; only let me 
put them in Mind, that Sins of Omiſſion in 
. the Neglect of ſuch deve Duties are 
high Sins in the Ballance of the Sanctuary; 
.Meroz is curſed that came not out to help 
Lord; and Marth. 25. they are to be con- 
d-mn'd in the laſt Day who feed not 
Chriſt when he was hungry, no leſs than 
thoſe who robbed him of bis Food. It is 
the higheſt Service to God with the 
Church of Thyatira, not to deny, the 
Faith, where Satan's Seat is, where Antipas 
ſuffereth for the Truth. If God hath en- 
. dow'd any with Wiſdom, Power, and in 
time of Trial they withdraw their Help 
from God and bis Church; it is like. they 


— ͤœͤ— 
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may call to him in the Day of their Trou- 
ble, and God will not hear them. The 
Scripture telleth us, that it is a high Im- 
piety to corrupt the Covenant of Levi, both 
the one and the other Covenant, being 
Covenants of everlaſting Durance; from 
whetice it neceſſarily follows, that what- 
ſoever . deſtroyerh the Ordinance of God, 
in the neceſſary Government of the Church 


of Chrift, cannot be from God: From 


whence . then it comes we may eaſily 
 guels. __ | | 

But of all Perſons that are engag'd in 
this .Cauſe thoſe are the moſt miſerable 
- who being advanc'd to the higheſt Rank of 


Sacred Orders, and having enrich'd them- 
ſelves by the Partimony of the Church, Be- 


tray her Rights and Priviledges into the 


Hands of her worſt Enemies, and yet make 


not Reſtitution of what they have enjoy d. 


I wonder how ſuch Mens Repentance can 


ever be admitted, for they cannot repent 
without Reſtitution; theſe Men come ſhort 
of Juda, his Repentance, who was not on- 


ly contrite for betray ing his Maſter, but re- 


ſtored th: Money which he had unjuſtly pur- 
chaſed by his Villany. But theſe Men by 
the Detention of their Poſſeſſions declare 


themfelves altogether Mercenary. ä 
I refer ſuch Apoſtate Biſhops to read 
the Story of Ecebolus; tho I wiſh them 


not to be in the like Condition, and ceaſe 
to apply the Story, but to our Author, who 
labours ſo hard to prove what will not be 


deny'd him, viz. That the Clergy of the 
National Church have no Independant 27 
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I grant him they have no Temporal Power 
le. bur the ſame Independant Spiritu- 
al Power that they ever had they enjoy 
now immediately under Chriſt, -whereby 
nothing can or oughr to be obtruded or 
impoſed on the Church againſt their Wills. 
So that our Laws cannot, as he wor'd have 
it, leave this in the National Church to the 
Clergy, becauſe it was a Kight in them be- 
fore any National Church was conſtituted: 
Yer he ſays, Thx does not prove that they 
are more Independant than Lawyers, Phy: 
ficians, and Men of other Profeſſions and 
Empl:ys, to whom the Laws allow the 
fame Priviledge. This isa very extraordind- 
ry Argument | muft confeſs; but Tam glad 
he is come now to asking of Queſtions. 
Nay, have not the Common Law Faudges a 
Power to determine whether a Man — a 
Legal Right to the Sacrament, and 10 give 
Damages to a Perſon whom they judge io be 
injur d by the Prieft refuſing it hin? I 
anſwer, no, for it is a Matter properly 
cognizable in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, and 
from which a Prohibition ought not to be 
granted. And I believe our Author will be 
hard ſet to find a Prefident to reſolve his * 
Query, tho 1 ſhall produce him good Au- 
- thority againſt his next Aſſertion; where 
he ſays, Tho“ our Princes can no more judge 
in Perſon than exerciſe the Eccleſiaſtical 
Funclion, yet that dies not binder but all 
the Judges, Eccleſiaſtical and Croil, deriue 
their Power from en: But if the Cler 
cou'd exerciſe all Fecleſiaſtical Juriſdicti- 


my 2 Yo” ow 


on, as well as our Princes might judge in 
TY N 
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WAIT it they pleas d, his long preface 
wou d be writ, to little Purpoſe : For Ger. 
vaſus Tilburienſit, à Learned Man, that 
lived ſo: near to the time of the Conqueſt, 
that he confeſs d. that 17 had Conference 
with Henry, Biſhop of Wincheſter, which 
was Son to the Conquerors own Siſter, 
ſays „ ſpeaking of the Exchequer, Nulli 
liret Statuta Scaccarii infringere, vel eis 
vis temeritate, . huhet enim hoc 

| baba cum ipſa Domini Regis Curia, in 
pus ipſe in propria Perſona Jura decernit, 
| quod. nec Recurdationi nec Sententia in eo 
= liceat , alicui Contradicere. Which 
ſhews, the King fate perſonally in his Court 
eee 
And Hracfon, that livd in the Reign gf 

Henry III. hath in the Ninth and Tent 
Chapters of his Book theſe Words follow- 
ing: Rex & non alius debet Fudicare, ſi 
Solus ad id ſufficiere, pal: Cum, adbuc 
per veritatem Sacramenti ſencatur aſtriclus. 
Exercere 1g1tur debet Ren Pos eſtatem Faris, 
ficut Rez Vicariu & Miniſter in Terra. 
Sin Domi m Rex ad Singulas cauſas Deter- 
mi nandas nan ſufficiat, wt levior Jit illi la- 
bor in Plures Perjonas. fene onere eligere 
debet viror Sapientet, & timentes Deum & 

ex lis 12 Faſticrarios.,  ., _. 
.. Theſe Words prove Two Things ſervice- 
able fr this fene Firſt, That the 
King ought only to be the Judge of his 
. People, if he alone was able to perform 
that Office, as well, becauſe he is within 
his, on Kingdom the Viceroy of God, the 
Supream Judge of the World, as alſo — 
that 
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that he is thercunto bound by. Oath, taken 
at the Coronation, - The Second, that tho 
he does for the Multitude of Cauſes ſub- 
ſtitute others underneath. him, yet he is 
not thence diſcharg d himſelf; for it is done 
wt leuiar fit illi Labor, that bis Troub 

might” be the leſs; not that he ſho 

fir idle: and leſt ſome ſhould doubt hat 
ſo much is not contain'd in that Oath 
of his, one Queſt ion among the reſt is this, 
Facies fiert in Omnibus Fadiciis tuis æquum 
& rectun Fulitian & Dyſcretionem in Mi- 
ſericurdia f Veritate Secundum Vires tuas. 
To which he anſwers, Faciam; wherein 
the Words 3 tuis 14 Vires tua do 
more properly denote his own. judging 
than that of his Subaltern Foflices, tho 
their Judgment be reckon'd as the Judg- 
ment of the King himſelf, from whence 
their Authority is derived. Thus I have 
ſhown it is inſeparably annex d to the Of- 
fice of a King to be the Judge of his Peo- 
ple; and indeed he cannot any longer -re- 
main King than he ſhall be ready to de- 
liver Juſtice unto them, which Two Things 
Brallon faith, Faciunt 1p ſam Coronam, nec 
ab ea Seperari poſſunt. "0 

But ler us obſerve his Gall againſt th 

Church, and all thoſe who have endea- 
vour'd to maintain its Ancient Rights and 
Cuſtoms down from the Primitive Fathers. 
He beſpatters Archbiſhop Laud with the 
vileſt Reflexions that he was a Man that 
card for no Religion at all; nor does he 
ſpare the Church Men of his Time any more 
C4 | than 


14 No. church Eſabliſdd: Or, 
| than our own, hüt ſays Dr. Heylin owns, 
= Thar many of then then held 1he Rea! and 
|  Corporeut Preſence of the Natura! Body of 
[| Chriſt in the Euchariſt; and what Laud's 
own Opinion was, may be gather'd' from: his 
Reafons for Bowing to the Altar, &c. I 
| thought juſt now, he had been a Man of 
5 no Religion at all, and now again his Opi- 
j nion muſt be diſcoverd from 'Bowing to 
| the Altar: This is plainly levelled to ſuit 
| all the Church of England Clergy at this 
| time, who practice this Religious Cuſtom | 
} of Bowing towards the Communion-Table, ) 
j 'or the Eaſt, Bur this is not the only old 
] Cuſtom which is overgrown with Time 
and Intereſt: Some Men purpoſely - yield 
themſelves intractable ro ſuch Things as 
they are not willing to hear of. | This is 
| the frrongeſt and moſt impertinent Kind of 
F / Unbelief, fitted only for this or that Genera- | 
| tion, and getting up for the preſent to a \ F' 
5 Repute of Wiſdom above that of the Chil- g 
Arete Liest. hills bus 
j For the Matter of this Argoment the 
0 beſt and the oldeſt of the firſt Times were 
| 


| 
\ fully farisfied in, that the ſpecial Preſence 
0 of God ever was, and is, in that Part of Hea- ; * 
ven u hich anſwers to the AÆguinacſial Eaſt: \F- 1 

'For it may be reckon'd among thoſe of their 1 
0 

| 

C 

y 


k - Subſtantial Belief. The Notion of Paradice 
| in the Chriſtian Acceptation was, That Part 
| 
% 
j 
1 


of Helen, toberę the Throne of God and the 

Lan 1% The Notion is older than fo ; 

Twas the Reverend Say ing of Zoroaſter 

15 Magician in the Chaldean Oraclcess. 0 

bis grave Saying of Zor04/1er bolderh Y - 
L LARS £5 — | 
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very well with Irenexs his Tradition, who 
ſaith, that the Rereipt o Fuſt and Per felt 
Men is a certain Paradiſe in the Eaflern 
Part of the Third Heaven. And, moreover 
he adds, that hereceiv'd his Tradition from 


the Elders, that is, as be himſelf Interpret- 


eth, ab Agoſtalorum Diſcipulis, from thoſe 
Which heard it trom the P from "LS 


And they that-wou'd have this otherwiſe, 
muſt pretend to underſtand it better than 
the Apoſtolical Men did; for I cannot rec- 
kon the Authors of their Conſfitutions very 
much leſs, who ſay, Conſtitur, Apoſtol. L. 2. 
C. 61, To this, then riſing up, and turning 
towards the Eaſt, let them Pray unto God 
which ſitteth upon the Heaven of Heavens 
inthe Eaſtern Part. itil, 2 
The Truth is, how ſtrange ſoever it may 
ſeem to be, that Adam Worſhipp'd God in 
Paradiſe toward the Eaſt, and fo. did the 


whole World till Abraham's Time. This 


Original, Principal, and as it ought to have 
been, everlaſting Ceremony, by an Error of 
the Per/ian and Chaldean Worſhippers, De- 

eberating into an Idolatry to the Sun, A- 
— appointed the Weft to his Hebrews. 
Therefore the Tabernacle and Temple were 


| ſer towards that fide of Heaven, God in the 
. mean Time ſeeming to leave the Eaſt, and 


come down to this Stiff necked People: This 
was 2 Literal and Pedantical Nation, and to 
comply with rhe Secret intended Myſtery - 
were ſo to be dealt with. Bee: 

In Relation to the Name of Chriſt the 
Chriſtians alſo by ſome have been call'd Ori- 
entales; and it is not to be omitted *. his 

car 
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Star appear'd in the Eaſt and that the Wiſe 
Men came from thence; but which is more 
to be obſerv'd, that the Angels ſent from 
God with the Goſpel of this Nativity, 
they alſo cime from the Eaſt, for their Tem- 
ple is to be ſcen upon the Eaſt of Bethlehem ; 
nay, he was Born in the Eaſtern Part of that 
City. The Heaven alſo met the Earth at 
this Time, for the Autumnal Interſection, 
One of the quinoctial Eafts was the A ſcen- 
dant of his Nativity. The Holy Men of 
Feruſalem hold a Tradition generally re- 
ceived from the Ancients; that he was bu- 
ried with his Face and Feet towards the 
Eaſt; bur that he Aſcended up into the 
Eaſtern Part of Heaven it harh had the moſt 
ancient and full Conſent of the whole 
Church. If our Saviour Aſcended into Hea- 
ven by the Eaſtern Part, we need not doubt 
but that he will return the ſame Way which 
he went: The Angels intimated as much. 
There is an Arabian Author which teſtifieth 


that he himlelf faid that he would; Liber. 


MS: Arab de Precept. Relig. P. 1. C. 14. 
Furthermore, ſays the Author, we are to turn 
our Faces towards the Eaſt in the Time of 
Prayer, becauſe that is the Coaſt, concerning 
which the Criſt, unto whom be Glory, ſaid 
that he would appear from thence at his Se- 
cond Comirg. To Pray therefore, or Wor- 
ſhip towards the E:ft, is to Pray and Wor- 
ſhip towards our Saviour. Thus much I 
hope will be pardon'd in Vindicatjon of the 
Clergy, and the Preſent Uſage of the Church 
of England. which our Author ſays, toge- 
ther with other, the like Ceremonies, tends 

towards 
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towards the creating à Superſtitions Veneta 

| 222 Prieſts. — * — all 

along of paying any Re to the Clergy; 

makes' him ſo very Liberal of his Refi? 

ons; and he cannot paſt by Dr. Sri/fiags 

feet, though be quotes his Authority to ſup. 

port his own Argument, without letting the 

World know that that Learned Man Ras 

contradicted himſelf; and Writ Inconfilten- 

cies: He won't admit of a Church-Man 

without Partiality to Write of their om Ju- 

'F riſdictions: For if the dierent Confideratt- 

on of * takes different Furiſdiftions, 

| there is nothing tohich the Clergy, all things 

1 being We jo TN or other Spiritual, muy 

N not pretend to udge of. I find his Appre- 

henſions of Danger from Church- Mens judg- 

| ing in any Caſe carries him a little beyond 

| himſelf, for I really don't underſtand now 
1 ſome Things can in any Senſe, not even by 

c the Prieſts themſelves, be made Spiritual: 
1cou'd Inſtance in a Thouſand Things, whith 
are ſo obvious to every one that are not 
Price ft. frighted, like bur Author, they need 
no further Expl mation. 
He ſays, the Parliament having wit hunt 
am Regard to their Notions, exercisd thilr 
"Power in Spiritual, h depriving the Non- 
juring Biſhops, and the Sees being by the 
' King's Authority fill d again, it has taui®d 
4 Schiſm in High-Church. But the Parin- 
ment did not go about to Unbr/bop them, as 
our Author Talks of in another Place : nor 
have they by this Means exercis'd any Sviri- 
tual Juriſdiction, but a meer Temporal Po- 
e er, in depriving them of their rs * oy 
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vrhich they ſit in the Upper Houſe of Parlia- 
ment, and diveſting them of their Lands 
d — wry ne upon Magn by * 
emporal Power to ſupport the Dignity « 
theit Office. It is this the King — 
on them, when he gives a Biſhoprick ; and 
it is this only the King and Parliament can 
take away. But the Civil Power all this 
while does not Conſecrate a Biſhop or Prieſt, 
nor can they Unmake him when he is once 
Authorized by the Spiritual Power to ex- 
erciſe the Office of a Prieft or Biſhop: So 
that in all this Noiſe he makes there are 
few Intelligible Sounds but what proceeds 
from the Malignity of the Old Leaven of 
Faction and Rebellion. Nor is this all, for 
theſe Monſters in Political Religion have 
produced Creatures not of Chriſt's making, 


who ate adopted to be Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, 


with equal Power with Men in Holy Orders, 
to Decide and Determine in Matters of Faith, 
Worſhip, and in the Exerciſe of the Power 
of the Keys. 
They that overthrow Zion will ſoon 


overthrow . — this is more fully 


verified of the Chriſtian Church; and it is a 
ſtrange Wonder that ſo many Achztophels 
and Achans in the World promiſe greater 


Security to Chriſtian Princes, by Sacrificing 


the Church, Undoing the Solemnity of the 
Service and Worſhip of God, Deftroying 
the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, Robbing him of 
his Patrimony and Right to Eſtabliſh Peace 


and Quiet in the Land. How is ad ae 


ble or poſſible, Religion being the Baſis, up- 
ing- 


The Schiſmatick Unma abel, &c. 
Kingdom is grounded, the Cement and Bond 
that tieth all together, that it being diſor- 
dered the King or State can be well, and 
Enjoy any kind of Happineſs? | 
It neither the Dictates of Nature, nor 
Revealed Religion, ſhou'd confirm this Truth, 
the ſad Experience we have had of it, muſt 
have made too deep Impreſſions on our Me- 
mories to be eaſily obliterated: And we can- 
not but obſerve how the Sacred Hierarchy, 
the Order Inſtituted by Chriſt for the Go- 
vernment of his Church, Conſtituted by the 
Apoſtles, and continued againſt any preva- 
lent Oppoſition for Fifteen Ages and up- 
wards, without Interruption, is now oppos d, 
and attempted to be totally ſubverted. 
Many are now perſwaded that it matters 
not what Government is in the Church; it 
is enough if the Eſſentials and Fundamentals 
of Faith and Worſhip be preſerved; but they 
are infinitely deceiv'd, tor no Society can 
ſubſiſt without Government; and if you de- 
ſtroy the Government, neither the Sound 
Faith, nor the True Worſhip, can be long 
maintain d. The Apoſtle intimateth this, 
Col. 11. 8. That be joyed to behold their Or- 
der. and the Stedfaſineſs of their Faith in 
Chriſt; implying, where right Order is not 
maintain'd, ſtead faſtneſs of Faith cannot 
continue. And we may obſerve, that the 
Order and Government of the Church of 
Rome doth ſtill preſerve their Humane Inven- 
tions and Unwarrantable Superſtitions in 
ſuch Safety, that even Truth it ſelf cannot 
prevail upon them that are within her Com- 
munion. But the Order and Regularity of 
Our 
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our Church is now thrown upon her as 4 
Crime, and the reſtoring her to her Ancient 
Beauty, to the Shame ot others, is call'd an 
Invaſion of the Peoples Liberties and the 
Civil Power, and letting up a Spiritual 
Coeqval with the Temporal Sovereignty, and 


 Cconfticuting Regnum in Regno. O Batharous 


Cooſtruction! Tell it not in Gath, Pabliſb 
it not in the Streets of Askalon, /eft the 
Daughters of the Philiſtines Rejoice, left the 
Daughters of the Uncircumciſed' Triumph. 
But all Religions that own Subjection to 

Na: Church Flouriſh, and all Hereſies buried 
long ago are reviy'd, in Number greater, 
and re we ugly, than all thoſe 
Recorded by Epiphanius and St. Auſſin. 
Ours. all: agreeing in the Deftruftive Part, 
to take Away Truth, Spoil Churches, Abro- 
gate the Solemnity of the Worſhip, and the 
Rights of the Clergy; but otherwiſe not one 
of the ſame Opinion with another; Ephrain 
ſmiting Manaſſeb, and Manaſſeh H phraim; 
and both of them againſt Jadabdz. 
But to return to our Author again, If 
any Member of the Church, of England thinks 
Fit to Mrite againſt me, I bope be will rake 
Care not to Vaund the Church through. ; 
Sider. Ile bas taken Care of that bimſ 
that no Body (hall do it; he has done it ef- 
fectually to their Hands already ; though he 
comes off poorlyſat laſt, and ſays, he would 
not be underſtood to mean a Reflection of 
the Clergy of the Eſtabliſh'd Church of 
England, but the Popiſh, Eaſtern, Presby- 
egy, and yet he 


compares any that . juſtifies: the Rights f 
N _hurch- 


_— 
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Church Men in general to Drummers and 
Trumpetert of an Army : A little further he | 
fays, If the King's Power extends only to the | 
Temporals annex d to Spirituals. as all | 
High-fliers maintain; they may as well affirm | 
that the Pope's Supremacy in Temporals an- 
nex'd to Spirituals is only taken ; 
ſince the Words are no fuller in one Caſe than 
the other. Our Author ſhou d have given us 
the Words of the Statute then, either in one 
Caſe or the other but the Statute of Hen- 

#y VIII. chat takes away the Pope's Supre- 

macy, allow him no Juriſdiction, Power, or 

Authority, Spiritual or Temporal, wichin 

theſe Kingdoms But he all along Infinu- 
ates as it the Clergy of the Charch of Eng- 

land were Friends to the Papiſts, careſs'd by 

them; and that their Principles are nearer 

to the Church of Rome, than to that of 

England; add ing that they both have the ſame 

Friends, and the ſame ies, and concur 

in the ſame Defigns. 
And may not this be eaſily anſwer'd, by 
ſaying, that thoſe whom he calls of the 
Church, as by Law Eftabliſh'd, have join'd 
their Intereſt in all Elections with the known 
pirofeſs d Enemies of the Church of Eng- 

| land, but who indeed call themſelves now 
the Church as by Law Eftabliſh'd > Nay, 
we find they both purſue the ſame Mark, to 
Ridicule the Church, and deſpiſe any Title 
but that of No-Church, the Diſtinction now 
of thoſe who call themſelves the Pillars of 
the preſent Eftabliſhment. | 
But fince we are all oblig'd to maintain 
the Sovereign s Supremacy, and none have 
wall | yet 
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yet attempted or done it heartilier than 
the Clergy of the Church of . England, as 
our Author ons himſelt, it is very odd to 
Accuſe em now as the worſt Sort of Ene- 
mies to the Conſtitution. Prince and Prieſt 
were once jcin d in One Perſon, and are fo 
tied together, that | 


—— — — Altrri, 
Altera poſcit opem res, & Conſpirat amica. 


we find only Three Office-bearers anointed 
by God, King, Prieſt and Prophet; who 
then. are more obliged to Maintain their 


Rig ts than Priefts and Prophets? God hath 
5 Charge to Kings to be Nurſing- 
Fathers to his Church; and if we * on 
ur Stories, we ſhall find the Church never 
a 


d that Beauty, Plenty, or Succeſs, as un- 
der Monarchy. I wonder then at ſome Men 
who gry out, what have Church-Men to do 
to Diſpute the King's Right? That belongs 
to thoſe who are versd in the Laws of the 
Kingdom, and know what. Power the Law 
alloweth the King, and what not; ſuch Men 


who are better vers'd in the Statutes and 
Ades of Parliament than in the Acts of Chriſt, 


might as. well think the Scriptures of no 
Authority, except they are warranted by the 
Law, as ever that Kings and Prieſts have 
nothing trom God, no Rights but what they 
have directly given them by the Laws: 
Thus mich for the Preface. I ſhall now 

come to the Introduction, as follows. 
The Deſign of this Diſcourſe is, Firſt, 
Briefly to ſheew what Things the * 
| ower 
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Power extends to, and by the Magi ſtrate 
mean him, or them, who have the Supreme 
or Legiſlative Power, and in what Things 
Men are flill in a State of Liberty or Na- 
ture, ſubjed to none but God and their own 
Conſerentes > And then to examine all the 
Arguments from Reaſon and Scripture, 
tohich are ſuppos i to make for an Indepen- 
dent Power in all Clergy. | 

It being agreed on all Hands, that the 
Scripture neither adds to, or takes from the 
Governourr of Mankind any Power; and 
that there's no Divine Commiſion which pur. 
cels the Earth into particular Governments, 
or any Family or Perſon that has an immedi- 
ate Commiſfion from Heaven to Rule the 
Whole, or any Part fit; conſequently all 
the Power the Magiſtrate can Claim muſt be 
only methately from God, but immediately 


from the People ;,, and f hereſore to know the 


utmoft Extent of bis Furi/dillion, "twill be 


nettſſary to fee tohat Power Men had ober 


themſetves, or one another, ſince they com d 
not grant more than they had to beſtow. In 
this laſt Paragraph we have got the Old Po- 
paar Doctrine of dur Sovereign Lord the 

rople reviv'd again, that the Power is Ori- 
ginally, Formally and Radically Inherent in 
them; nay, in this is 'contain'd all the Ex- 
travagant Notions of the Jeſuits, Presby te- 
rians, Oe. only differing in rhis, that one 
is for en the Exorbitant Pride and 
Powet of the Pope, the other of theit Sy- 
nods or Aſſemblies; or like the Pariffanc, 
who, to Vindicate the Sovereignty of Kings 
from Subordination or 3 to => 

| | ee 
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See of Rome in temporalibus, they made 
the Community of the People the Prince, 
proper and immediate . of all Civil 

ower, intending at that Time only to Vin- 
dicate Princes 7 y the Sacrilegious and 
Violent Invaſion of the Pope of Reme, who 


moſt Impiouſly and Tyrannically uſurp'd up- 


on them, and ſo run upon the other Ex- 
tream, for the Time not conſidering it; as 
the Fathers, to ſhun the Scilla of Manichei ſi, 
run ſo far to the other Extream, that they 
aſcribed too much to the Natural Power 
and Strength of Man's Free Will, which 
the Pelagians made great uſe of afterwards. 
But we have this Doctrine of Civil Juriſ- 
diction in the Power of People over and 
over again in the Covarruvias, and the Pari. 
ſian Drs, Jacobus Almayn, Fobannes de Pa- 
riſus & Ockam, together with Mar ſilius, a 
Paduan, to whom I refer the Reader for 
Brevity. I mention theſe, to ſhow that 


* theſe. Teners came not into the World with 


Luther or Calvin, but were long before there 
was any Word of a Reformer; and to let 
theſe; Kabbies know they have drawn their 
DoQtrine out of polluted Ciſterns. 

- (Therefore in Anſwer to our Author, I 
will Prove that the Magiſtrate claims his 
Authority immediately from God,and but me- 


| Dare from the People, together with the 


reſt of his Argument quoted before. Eyſt, 


1. will make it evident from the Old, and, 
Secondly, the New Teſtament, and, Laſtly, 


from the general, Conſent of all Nations. 


We begin firſt with the Law, in which, as 


God by himſelf preſcrib'd the ns 
Wh: u 
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Subltantials, and Ceremonials of Piety, and 
his Worſhip, gave order for Juſtice and Pie- 
ty, {6 be SN det the Appolating and 
Conſtituting of the King, to be refſery'd as 
Proper Prerogative for himſelf, Deut. 17. 


* 1 


14, 5. When thou ſhall ſay, I mill ſet 
e gr me, like as all the Wark * 
me ; thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet him King 
Liu thee, whom the Lord thy God ſhall 
Dae. 1 Imp . 

A Law ſufficient to Prove our Concluſion, 
that the King and his Power are originally 
and immediately from God. So. Prov. 8. 
15, 16. By me Kings Reign, and Princes 
Decree Fuſtice ; by me Princes . Rule, and 
Nobles, even all the Fudges ih Earth. 
This was ſpoke by the wiſeſt of Hide who 
had 5570 Reaſon to ſay ſo; for if the Peo- 
ple had had Right to have conſtituted or 
made a King, it had not been King Sblamon, 
but Adhnjah; for Adonijab ſaid to Solo- 
mon's Mother, thou knoweſt that the King- 
dom was mine, and that all Iſrael -fet their 
Faces on me, that I Jhould Reign: So con- 
cetning Pharaoh, it is ſaid, Exod; 9. 16. 
And in very Deed for this Cauſe bave 1 
Fang thee 7 and of Saul, it Repent- 
eth me that j 

And concerning David, Thws ſarth the Lord 
God « Iſrael, I Anointed thee King over 
Iſrael. . And ſpeaking of Feroboam, in rela- 
tion to Solomon; Bat I will take the King- 
dom out of his Son's Hands, and will groe 
it unto thee. If what is ſaid will not ſuf- 
ice, turn over to I/at. 45. 1, 2. Thaur ſaith 
the Lord 10 his — to Cyrus, whoſe 
| 2 


Right 


. 


ave ſet u Saul to be King. 
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Right Hand I have holden, to ſubdue Nati- 
ons 1 2 him; and [will looſe the Loins of 
Kings, to open before him the Two-leaved 
Gates, ba the Gates ſhall ja be ſhut ,, 1 
wil! go before thee, and will make the crooked 
Plates frreighr, 1 I will break in pieces the 
Gates of f Braſs, and cut aſunder the Bars 
of Vun: And I will give thee the Treaſures 
4 Nye; , and hidden Riches of. Secret 
laces, that thou mayſt know, that I the 
Lord, which call thee by thy Name, am tbe 
God of Trael. : 
Here is Proof full enough to Convince an 
68 ph Kingdoms are the immediate 
Gift of God; and that Dominus dat EN au- 
err g that thete is no Kingdom 
1 of hi din no Kings but of his 
making hron d but by his do- 
Hel afcribes the ſetting up and re- 
mag of Kings no leis to God than to In- 
finite Wiſdom and Omnipotency, which are 
Dix] ne Attributes incomtnunica le; ; and he 
vindic cares this as Proper and Peculiar to the 
God + Heaven, and Earth, and Haniel, in 
whom was the Spirit of the Holy Gods; Da- 
niel, whom no Secrets Aud Daniel, in 
whom was Wi/dom, like the W ;ſdom of Gods, 
reach d nor this high Point, to know that in 
the People was an abſolute Sovereignty, to 
be deriv'd to Kings in what Proportion they 
Pleaſe by a Fiduciary Truſt. See the Fourth 
Chapter of Daniels Prophecy, and there 
ou will find chat Nebuchadnezzar for 2 
ime is unking d: How I Pray? By the 


| Watcher, by the Holy One, One ſent Te 
org 


4 
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from Heaven, Commended by him to bew 
down the Tree, to cut off his Branches, 
ſhake off bis Leaves, ſcatter his Fruit, 
Ver. 13, 14. And to what Purpoſe was 
this? That Nebuchadnezzar, and all Li- 
ving, might know, that the moſt High 


Ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, and groeth 


it to whomſoever be will, and ſetteth up over 


it the Baſeſt of Men, Ver. 19. All this is 


the Decree of the moft High, Ver. 14. 


If any will Pleaſe to conſider Daniels 


Prophecies further, they will find Empires, 
Kingdoms and Sovereignties are of God's 
immediate Donation: They are not dif- 
E of by Contracts and Agreements of 

en, but by the immediate Hand of God: 
Both the Ancients and Moderns own, that in 
Daniel was contain d the cleareſt and moſt 


_ diftint Propheſies and Predictions of the 


Four great Empires. And if we diligently 
obſerve the Hiſtorical Part of that Prophet, 
we ſhall find nothing ſo much ſpoke of as 
- this Truth, that Kings and Kingdoms are 
Dependent from God alone, and Indepen- 
dent of all others. What Prophet almoſt 
doth not hint at this? 1/azah doth it plen- 
ti ully, as we ſee from Nebuchadntzzer 
and Cyrus, Feremy Taught it the Jets to 
his own Diſadvantage. The Prophet Hoſea 
in few Words hath confirm'd this ine. 
I gave them a * my Anger, and took 
him away in rath, Ch. 13. 4. This 
King, in the Judgment of ſome, was Saul, 
according to others Feroboam; but it is of 
no Moment whether one or the other, 
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But Snares and Bellarmine wou'd evade 
this Doctrine, by perverting the Text in 
Deut. 17. 14, 15. It is ſaid of the People 
that they ſet the King over them; and upon 

God's Part it is ſaid, Hm ſhalt thou ſet over 
\ thee. whom the Lord thy God ſhall chuſe ; 
Therefore ſay they, the Conſtitution is the 
Peoples, the Election of the Perſon is God's; 
but it is a lame Conſequence; for the Words 
Conftitues ſuper te ate not to be underſtood 
of Conſtirution, by transferring Sovereign - 
ty from them to the King; but of Conſti- 
tutiop, by Way of accepting, acknowledging, 
reverencing, and obeying him as King, whom 
God hath Conflituted 5 himſelf King; as 
may, be inſtanced in Saul, in whom the E- 
lection is given to the People, the Conſtitu- 
tion to God, 1 Sam. 12. 13. Bebold the King 
faith, Samuel, whom you have choſen and de 
fired, and be hold the Lord hath ſet a King . 
over you,” This Election was no other but 
an Admittance or Acceptance of the King, oy 
whom God had Choſen and Conſtituted, as „ 
the Words, whom you bave deſired, Imply. 
This Admittance poſſibly added ſomething 
to the Sofemnity of Saul's Inveſting, but 
nothing to the Eſſential or Real Conſtituti- 
on: And it we enquire into the Practice, 
In conftituting David King, we {hall find it 
was not hs Diftuſiye, the Collective Body 
of T/rae!, that found David, Choſe him, 
* Exalted, or Anointed him, it was God a- 
lone ; it was peĩthet Prieſt, nor People, Pope, 
nor Presbytery, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, With 
any Holy Oil bave I Anointed. him. N world 
f Reaſon, to prove that Kings are Indepen- 
r 10 dent 
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dent on the People, might be brought from 
Scri ; but uſe I defign Brevity, I 
ſhall only mention One or Two from the 
New Teſtament, and proceed, Rom. 13. 1. 
The Powers that be are ordain'd of God. 


And Ver. 4. For be is the Miniſter of God, 


and the like. So alſo in Particular, as 


Chriſt himſelf concerning Pilate, Jobn 19. 
11. Thou couldſt have no Power at all againſt. 


me, except it were given thee from above; 
and the like other Texts might be mention- 
ed, all which, and their Parallel Texts, 
ſpeak Emphatically of the Perſon of God, 
as from whom Immediately and Authori- 
tavely, in a ſpecial Manner, and not only 
by this peneral Concurrence, and meer A 

probation, as our Adverſaries ſay, the Ma- 
giſtrates Power is deriv d: Neither can they 
otherwiſe be interpreted, without taking 
away their Signiſicancy and Accent, and put- 
ting an Impropriety of Speech upon them; 
and if there were but any Scriptures com- 
parably ſo Pregnant on the other Part of 
the Queſtion, as the conſtant Current of 


Scripture we ſee is on this, it would add 


more Credit to the Cauſe of our Antagoniſts; 
but otherwiſe it is againſt all Reaſon, and 


Rules of Interpretation whatſoever, to Ex- 


pound what is more evident by what is 
more dubious, and not rather what is more 
dubious by what is more evident. 

Let us come then to the general Conſent 
of Nations, and examine our Author's Do- 
Qtrine, Built upon Covarruvias, and other 


Cononiſte, concerning this Queſtion. Mr. 
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Selden, in his Mare ſ. Clauſ. Lib. 1. Writes 
it as an Ancient Tradition, which hath ob- 
taind Repute everywhere concerning Noab, 
That he, as. the dominus fundi, after. the 


”* , I , , 
Flood, was Author of the Diſtribution of the 


World: into Private Dominions ; and that 
alſo by the Appointment of a Voice, or Oracle 
rom Gad, be did confirm it by bis laſt Will 
and Teſtament. We might Inſtance in the 
Writings of the Heathens, and of others, 
Strangers to Chriſtianity : But we rather 


chuſe to come to the Chriſtian Church, to 


ſee what Opinions have been held there, 
Firſt, in its Primitive Writers, Secondly, in 
the Reform'd Churches. The Primitive Wri- 
ters did conſtantly affirm the Magiſtrates 
Power to be from God: So Zuſtine Martyr, 
in his Apology to Antoninus Pius, ſpeaking 
of the Bmperors, he ſays, accarding to the 
meaſure of the Power which they have re- 
cerved-of. Od; fo Tertullian, writing to Sca- 
paula, ſpeaks, Chriſtianus nullius eſt. Hoſtis, 
nedum Inperatoris; quem ſciens a Deo ſuo 
Conſtitutum, neceſſe eſt ut & ipſum diligat, 
& revereatur & honoret. St. Auguſtine is 
very full on theſe Words of St. Paul, Non 
enim eſt poteſtas niſi a Deo And ſo is Theo- 
doret on the ſame Place of Scripture after 
him, and the like, St Cyr1/, in his Book to 
Theode/ius : Let bur any of theſe Primitive 
Writers be conſulted in their Comments on 
the Thirteenth of the Romans, and they will 
give ſufficient Satisfaction. 70 

ſhall next produce the Confeſſions of ſe- 
veral Reformed Churches ; and: firſt the 
Helvetian ſays, Magiſtratus omnes __ 


' 
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ab ipſo Deo eſt ; inſtitutus ad generis bu = 


mani pacem aut tranguilitatem: And the 
Confeflion owns, 1 ex Sacris literis 
docetur, Politicum Magiſtratum- efſe Ordi- 
nationem Druinam & a Deo Conſtttutam,. 
And fo, amongſt many others, ſays Au. 
guſtine, De rebus Croilibus dacent, qupd 
legitima Ordinationes Civilet ſunt bong Ope- 
ra & Qrdinationes. Dei, ficut Paulus teſta- 
tur, que ſunt Poteſtates a Dea Ordinata 
ſunt, &c. So that what can be; deſired 
more in, theſe Things? And where is. the 
mention of the People in all theſe, either 
Publick or Private, either in Former or Later 
Writings? And if the Argument of Autho- 
rity can prevail, or the common. DiQates of 
Men. ſhall be thought Reaſon, and to pro- 
ceed from the Light of Nature in them, 
then what are a few Opponents inthe Chri- 
ſtian Church to all theſe? Nay, I appeal 
in this Matter ito the Generality, of all Man 
kind of Fews, Heathens, Mabometans; and 
in the Chriſtian Church to the Generality 
of Fathers, Councils, Hiſtorians; &c, Da- 
rand ſays, Prelatio eſt Secundum debitum 
Rationis & Divine Ordinationis; that Pre- 
lacy is according to what ought; to be by 
Reaſon, and the Appointment of God. And 
ſo generally all others, except the Papal Ca- 
noniſts and Jeſuirs, and ſuch of the Church 
as have dedicated 'themſelves to the De- 
preſſion of Princes, and the Exaltation of 
the Pontifical Chair; and Eccleſiaſtical Pre- 
lacy ; and who haye been the great Broach- 
ers of thoſe Principles on the Part of the 
People, and from whom 0 — 
W 8 "2" erly 
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derived them that have ſtudied, and deſired 


Innovations in the Church. 
The next Argument I ſhall make uſe of 


is the general Conſent of the Civil Laws 


of Countries, which all certainly argue the 
Conſent of thoſe Men that made them, 
and which cannot be judg'd to be intended 
for any thing elſe but the Common Good : 


Whether 1 were fram'd by the Prince 
y 


himſelf, -or by th: Repreſentative of the 
People in any Society. The Civil Laws of 
all Countries, both formerly, and of late, 
have all generally derived the Power of 


Princes from God: So Romulus eſtabliſh'd 


it by Law, ſays the Cardinal Conterene, out 
of Pomponi us Lætus, that none ſhou d en- 


ter upon the chief Magiſtracy, Ni Author 


eſſet Deu. So the Roman Civil Law, Deo 
adjutore noſtrum Gubernante Imperium quod 


nobis a Cæleſti Majeſtate traditum eft ; and 


Fuſtinian lays ſo, Tribonianus ex quo nos 


Deus Romanorum prepoſuit Imperio, omne 


habemus ſtudium Uni verſa agere ad Untili- 
tatem Subjectorum Commiſſeq, nobis adeo Re- 
publica, &c. The like Inſtances we have in 

the Laws of other Countries. a 
Another Argument againſt this particu- 
lar Error is this; if all Soveraignty and 
Supream Power were originally inherent 
in the People, and from thence derived 
to the King, then undoubtedly Democracy 
wou'd be the beſt of all Governments. 
The Reaſon is plain, that Species or Kind 
of Government which cometh neareft to 
its Original, muſt be ſounder, and more per- 
fect; but Democracy, which is the Govern- 
| ment 


| 
ſ 
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ment of many, cometh nearer to the Mul- 


titude than Ariſtocracy or Monarchy there- 


fore, c. The neater to the Fountain the 


Stream tunneth purer and clearer. This 
Argument cannot well be taken oft; and i 


is a ſtrong one, changing the Terms in th 


Aſſumption for Monarchy; it proves the 


Excellency of Monarchy above all Govern- 


ments, becauſe it approaches neareſt to the 
Government of God; as the Argument be- 
fore is made the Concluſion is falſe, be- 
cauſe howſoever all Writers of Politicks 
differ as much among themſelves as Clocks, 
yet all unanimouſly agree in this, that of 
all Governments Democracy is the worſt. 
Review and conſider all Politicians whom 
you will, and they will grant that Suprema 
poteſtas eſt in indiviſibili poſſa. 
or any Reaſon I yet apprehend; or can 
pu at, it Sovereignty were Primitively 
x'd in a Multitude, and from thence de- 
rived to ſome few of many, I cannot judge 
bur Democracy is the only Kind of Go- 
verymenr, warranted by Divine Inſtitution; 
and that all other Kinds of Government 


ate unlawful; which how that will be 


admitted, let cur new State Divines conſi- 
der and debate. Good St. Auftine, for all 
his Learning and Piety, knew not this kind 
of Doctrine, that all Soveraignty and Su- 
premacy was in the Multitude; and that it 
is in their Power to change the Gpvern- 
ment to what Guiſe they pleaſe; he knew 
not that it was an Unjuſt and Sacrilegious 


Intruſion upon the Rights of the People 
for. Kings to act without their Conſent and 
* 7 Agreement. 


1 
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Agr t. And in his Book de Guitate 
Dei, ſpeaking of the Declination of the Go- 
verament of Rome from the Second Car- 
thage War, and the reſtoring of Rome to 
her Glory by Auguſizs coming to the 
egen he faith, Hoc toto Tempore uſq; ad 


arem Auguſium que videtur non adbuc 

| vel ipſorum Opinione Glorioſum, ſed Con- 
| tentigſum & exitioſum, & plane jan ener- 
vem de languidam Libertate Omni modo ex. 

| toriſiſſe Romanis, & ad Regale Arbitrium 
|  removaſſe Cuntla, & Fa morbi da vetuſtate 


Collapſum veluti inſtauraſſe ac renovaſſe 
Rempublicam. The Paſſage is remarkable, 
| the Purpoſe of this good Man being to 
11 take that Foul ſperſion which the 
1 Heathen put upon Chriſt and the Chriſti- 
[i an World, as our Author attempts to do 
| now upon the Clergy, that all Miſchief 
| came into the World fince they were heard 
| of, He proveth by the Roman Story that 
greater Miſchief was before upon the Ro- 
mans, and that in the Carthaginian War the 
Roman Grandeur was in its Declenfion and 
Decay, and at or about the coming of 
Chiift into the World it was reſtored a- 
gain to its Magnificence and Splendor, by 
the happy Monarchy and Empire of Augu- 
iis Ceſar. St. duſtin commends this Charge, 
and ſo do the Heathen Writers, which they 
cou'd never have done, had they been of the 
Mind that no Man cometh rightly by Sove- 
_ reignty, but by Derivation from the People. 
It is not only St. Auftine's, but many of the 
Father's Obſervation, that God in his wiſe 
Providence diſpoſed ſo of the n 
| 0 
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of the World, as to put the beſt and 8 
of one, 


Part of it under the Monarchy 
that thus he might facilitate the Progreſs 
of the Goſpel throughout the World. 

I find nothing new throughout our Au- 
thors Introduftion, but what is collected 
from the ſeveral Magazines of the Feſuir 
and 'Seffariſt, elſe he wou'd never have 
aſſerted fo boldly againſt manifeſt _ Proof, 
and triumph over the Church in his od 


exploded . That there is no Di- 


vine Commiſfon which parcels the Earth 
into e Governments, or any Family 
or Perſon that hat an immediate Con- 
miſſion from Heaven to rule the Whole, 
or any Part of it. Which is as much as 
to ſay, that neither Scripture nor Nature 
intorms us of any kind of Government 
that is neceſſaty for Humane Soclety, or 


that neither of them detonſtrate that this 


or that Man has more ot leſs Right to Go- 
tad Ne r think ] have * 
ently refuted in the preceding 
ments both from Scripture and Nasen. 
The next Thing I ſhall obſerve is from 


am more Power than what I have 
wn to anſwer. all the Ends of Go- 
vernment, ſince this gives the Magiſtrate 
4 Right, when the Good of the Socieiy re- 
quires it, to cut off any one, whether La 
or Clergy, from all Church-Communion, 

Baniſhment, Impriſonment, or Death. And 
by Virtue of this Power he can oblige any 


need 0 
laid 


Seck. Fl of the Introduction: There's no 


of bis Subjects to ſerve his Country, the 


that Service confine him to Places which 


þ 
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haue no Chriſtian Church, or none be can 
Communicate with z, nay, to Fight for the 
Safety ef bis 7 againſt Men of bis 
own Church and Religion : Which ſhews 
that the Good of the Society 3s the Su- 
pream Law, and that all Church Confide- 
rations, as well as every, thing elſe, muſt 
ive Place to it; and that no Perſon, on 
any Church Pretence, whatſoever ,. can 
be exempt from the Magiſtrate's Fa- 
riſdlision, and conſequently that there 
cannot, be Two Independent Powers in the 
fame Society; but that | be bas the.. ſame 
| Power. over Men toben met together for 
the Ne of God, d when met together 
pon other Accounts ; When be 1 then ſo 
ar from haping a Right, 10. diſturb, that be 
#s oblig'd to. ſecure them from all manner of 
Harm e long as they Fa nathing prejudicial 
70 the Publick ;, but much more ſo if their 
Mqctings tend to pnoniote the general Good, 
4% Mens Aſſembling to worſhip, God accord- 
ing to their Conſciencet door. 
I cannot Ae Part, with all 
Humble Submiſſion to our Author's ex- 
tenſive Charity, how ſuch Variety of Dif- 
ſentions in Religious Worſhip can any 


Ways promote the Peace and Unity of 


a State, in which I fancy the general Good 
confilts,. but rather, that the Multitudes of 
Opinions muft provoke the Anger of God 
ro, puniſh a Nation, as he did the Jews 
for he is a God of Order, and not © 
Confuſion. Greg. Nazianzen, one of the 
Fathers, to this Purpoſe faith well, Order ig 
the Mother and Security of the Being of all 
TE oj | Things 
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Things that haue Being. For the mutual 
Agreement of a Society in the ſame man- 

net of Worſhip hath a mighty Influence 
| both, upon Governours and Government, 
+} + rhat from the Happineſs and Quiet of Re- 

4 ligion proceeds the Peace and Welfare of 
s the+State: The Heathens ſaw this, that 
Religion, rightly ordered, was the Ba/is up- 
on which the beſt Government were found- 
ed; for as it is the Cement to all Socie- 
ties, ſo it is their greateſt Ornament. 

Not as our Author - wou'd have it; by 

his falſe Concluſion, that Men afſem- 
bling to Worſhip God, according to their 
Conſciences, neceſfarily promotes the ge- 
neral Good: For at this Rate every 2 
thuſiaſt that pretends to follow the Dictates 
of his own Conſcience, in preaching up his 
Extravagant Notions, everywhere interrupts 
| the Peace of the Community, diſhonours 
God, and brings a Reproach on all Religi- 

on, as the Quakers Fifth Monarchy Men, 

and the like, will at this rate be ſaid in 
their Way of Worſhip to promote the ge - 
neral Good. Theſe and the like Effects al 

ways attend the unlimited Liberties of Con- 

ſcience, which, has its evil Conſequence, as 

well as Compulſion. But the main thing 

eſtabliſh'd by this Argument is that Max- 

im, that Salut Popul: fit Supremas lex. 
Which was one of the Laws of the Twelve 
Tables, and wascontriv'd for a Democracy; 
it is a juſt Saying, if taken in a right Senſe 


but it is now abuſed, and perverted to anſwer 
all Intentions, that it is the very Mother of 
all Miſchief, Thoſe People who abuſe it, 


wou'd 


48 Na- Church Eſtablißß 4: Or, 
wou'd have us underſtand that all Govern- 
ment and Superiority is chiefly intended ; 

nay, ſome ſay only for the Good of the 
Subject, which is contrary to the Notion 
our Ancient Legiſlators had of it, when 
they conſtituted this Form againſt the 
Peace of our Sovereign Lord, - the King, 
his Crown and Dignity, our Laws make 
the King the Suprema lex, and not Salus 
Populi, as our. Author all along infiſt on. 
What can ſuch Men fay then of a Title 
acquired to a Kingdom by lawful Con- 
veſt 2 For that a King may be a Lawful 
ing by : Conqueſt meerly, without the 
Conſent of the People, is evident from Scrip- 
ture and Prophane Hiſtory. In ſuch the 
Good of the King is the Principal Thing, 
fince he can at his Pleaſure diſpoſe of what 
de will. Tacitus tells us, that anciently 
among the Germans every Head of the Fa. 
mily was Father, King and Prieſt z and that 
all the Tenants of his Territories had no / 
Corn for Meat, no more Number of Flocks, 
no more ſor the uſe' of Cloaths, than it 
. pleaſed their Lord to allow them? Suam 
guiſa; familiam, ſuo Pendtes Regis, frumenti 
modum Dominus, aut pecoris, aut veſtis co- 
lono. injungit. & ſeruus hactenus putct. 
May not a diſordetly Multitude, conceiving 
Safety and Good, totally ſurrender them- 
ſelves into the Power of one to rule over 
\ them hereditarily? Or not a People, 
| _form'd into a Body Politick for ſome 
Eminent - Deliverance, ſurrender them 
ſelves totally into the Hands of their Prince 
It is not improbable that the Iſraelites = 


ö 


in n 5 
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offer ſome ſuch Condition to Gideon and 
his Poſterity for the great Deliverance they . 


had from the Midianires by his Sword... 
Zudg. 8. Did not the Campanii this Way, if 


we may truſt Livy, ſubſect themſelves to- 
rally to the People of Rane “ epo 
Campanum, ſaith he, Urbemg, Capuam, agros, , 


delubra Deum, divine Humanag, amma. in 
Veſtram P. C ditionem dedi mu. 
Scripture is plain and powerful engagh 


for this Truth, that no Sifety can be to 
Mankind, /ine ſalute Regis; and there are 


ſeveral Emphatical Expreſſions to this Pur: 
ſe, intimating, that in the King and his 
5 45 is all our Safety and Happineſs. 
The King is call'd the Head of his Subjecle, 
the Light of bis hy 25 &c. St. Paul hath 
a ſhort, but pithy, Expreſſion, Rom. 13. 3. 
He is the Miniſter of God to thee for Gad; 


implieth as much as the Miniſter of God 


by his immediate Ordinance, and zs for thy 
Good whoſoever be. It is worth obſerving 
in the Book of Fudees, where it is record- 
ed, that all Diſorder was in the Church and 
State, becauſe in thoſe Days there was no 
King in Iſrael ; which imports they wanted 
Monarchy ; a ſufficient Strength in the Au- 
thority to put the Laws in due Execution, 
then was a proper Time for Innovations 
in Religion. Micab and his Mother will 
have a 1.5 of their own ; no matter 
for Sacred Orders; what fignifies Priefts, if 


every Man can enjoy his Liberty, his Ho- 


nour, his Peace, and live in Safety > What 


bgnifies Religion ? Though Prieſts may be 


in the Church, and Judges in the Land, they 
are 
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are not able to guard the ae of Private 
from Wrong; wherefore it is moſt conſo- 
nant with Reaſon to ſay, Salus Regis Supre- 
ma Popul S,, LATE 
What mean ther: then who magnifie this 
Maxim, Salus Popul: Suprema lex eſto, to 
call it abſtractedl/ a Salute Regis, the Tran- 
ſcendent Aeme of all Politicks; the Para- 
mont Law, that grvech Law. to all Laws 
whatſoever, that the Law of the Prerogative 
it ſelf is ſubſervient to this Lam; and were 
it not conducing thereunto, it were not ne- 
ceſſary nor expedient ?* Some more ſu perla- 
tively, exceſſive Commendations our Author 
and orhers give ro this Maxim, which how. 
they agree with what we have brought trom 
Scripture, and ſaid by its Warrant, I hum- 
bly ſubmit to the Impartial Reader. But 
we have a Queen will never wave that 
Saying of Senecas, Imperium unius, fro: 


prietas ſingulorum. The. Sacred Preroga- 


tive is the King's, but it derogareth not 


from the Liberty and Property of the Sub- 


Jet; it muſt be entirely ſecured, that it 
may ſecure our Liberty and Property. 

How unequal and partial are we to think 
the King may part with his Prerogative, or 
we lawfully invade it, becauſe no Grant 
made to his People periſheth to him, and 
yer maintain that the King cannot encroach 
upon our Liberty and Property. without 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion? 1 fear tis the 
Fault of Princes, giving too much Way to 
ſome ſort of Men that are for robbing God 


and his Church, that makes ſuch a furious 


Multitude now. a- days fer up for invading 


+ ave. 
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the Sovereignty of Kings, and the Rights 
of the Church; for we may obſerve that 
Religion and Policy have inſeparably uni- 
ted the King and People, ſo that they are 
in a manner the ſame; ftom which it ne- 
ceſſarily follows, that the People oughr not 
to reckon that an Advantage to them, which 
is a Loſs to the Royal Prerogative; nor 
ought they to think loſs d to them, which 
is gain'd to their Prince; by which his Pre- 
rogative is ſtrengthned, he better able — 
et them, and 7 4 the 1 in 
ſafety to enjoy Liberty and Property in 
Peace and Pleny : But when ſuch ill Prin- 
ciples-as our Author varniſhes over with 
his Sophiſtry ate broach'd everywhere, they 
bave a mighty Influence on the Multitude, 
and will make them aſſume to themſelves, 


or commit to their Repreſentatives, an Ar- 


bitrary Power, which, plac'd in a wrong 
Hand, cannot chuſe but produce monſtrous 
Miſchiefs. Yet notwithſtanding all this our 
Author goes on with his Argument as fol- 
lows. 

There's no need of any more Power than 
what I have laid down to anſwer all the Exds 
of Government ; ſince this gives the Magi- 
ſirate a Right when the Good of the Society 
requires it, to cut off any one, whether L 
or Clergy from all Church Communion, h 

aniſhment, Impriſonment or Death, and 

Virtue of this Power he can oblige any 
of bis Subject to ſerve bis Country, tho 
that Service confine bim to Places which have 
no Chriſtian Church, or none he can Commu- 


nicate with; nay, to feb: for the Safety 4 
2 is 
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- his Country ' againſt Men of bis own Country 


and Religion: Which ſhows. that the Goodof 


the, Haciely is the Supream Law, and that all 
Church Con/uderations; as; well as every 


Tbing elle, muſt give;Rlace-1o it; and that 
10 Perſon, on any Church Pretence whatever, 
can be exemps from ibe Magiftrates Furiſ- 
didlion; and conſequently that there cannot 
be Iwo Independent Powers in the ſame So- 
cietys but that he has the fame Power over 


Men, when. met together upon other Ac- 


counts; whom. he is then ſo far from having 
2 Right to diſturb, that be is oblig d to ſecure 
them from all manner of Harm, as long as 
they, do nothing prejudicial to the Publick. 
Bur to.,.clioch the Matter home. he ſays, 
the Magiſtrates Power ſeems to be greater 
with , relation to the Church than to other 
Societies: But it wou'd but have been fair 
to have given us ſome Inſtances from the 
Prattices. of the Chiiſtian/ Church where 
ſuch: Power, ever appear'd, or what Autho- 


rity he has to be of ſuch Opinion at this 


time of Day; when I perceive the Clergy 


growing Rich is an Eye-ſore to him; that he 


had rather be gvilty of any Abſurdity, than 
that they ſhou'd ron away with the good 
Things of this Life, which 1 find he agrees 
for his Share of. or {peaking of the Civil 
Magiſtrate, ſays he, Nothing can be more 
abſurd. than 10 exclude him from à Right 
of Authorizing Perſons publicly to mind 
bim of what he owes to his Subjects, and 
then of them of thoſe Duties they are 10 
render o him, and one another; it is no mat- 
ter of . minding them of the Duties they owe 
; 5 8 io 
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to God, that our Author: had forgot 1vand the 
 Matjves'\ and Regfonts on tobich they are 


founded, and to place ibis in Perſons."who 
haven nd Furiſaillians in ſuch Matters. 
And at he way ſen Miniſters apart? for 


rhem, if the negteut hui Duty ur 
trary to it. 40 F Ahe Miniſter. g ac. 
quir d greater Riches thun tis the' Intereſt of 


the Commonwealth they ſhaud hat holes a 


Rig hi to reftifie this Aluſe. Not h taking 
it from them, 4 hope, as our Auther wou'd 
inſinuate he ought to do, or at leaſt takt from 
them; for the future thei Prefermenii q ho 
goes upon the Politicks of Hadrjpo VILE a 
ture: Way to: reform the Church; thb' I be 
lieve our Author has no better; Nefighs- in 
his Head than that Prince bad, Whatever 
the Succeſs of em may be; 1 am vetihy per- 
ſwaded the good of Religion mot in his 
View, whatever other Sectet Ends be may 


have beſide. He ſhews his ge r th- 
tes ot pro- 
bt, 


on to the Clergy, and his 
moting the Good of the Chriſtian Churc 
after a Sacrilegious manner thus; Ihe tack- 
ing the Prieſts Preferments to ſuch Opini- 
ons, not only makes them in moſt. Na fon 
right or wrong to eſpouſe them, and invent 
a Fhouſand Sophiſtical. und Laviſh Methods 
of defending them, tb the unfinite Prejudice 
of Iruth, but 1s the Occaſion that Huma- 
miy i ig a manner extinũ 'among \ thoſe 
Cbriſiiant, who by reafon of ſuch" Articles 
are divided into different Seis: Their 
Priefts burning toith implacable Hatred, and 
E'3 ſtirring 


this 
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tirring up the ſame Paſſions in all they can 
. agai nſi the Oppeſers of 2 Ovi 
nion. nf e nus. 
This is the moſt uncharitable Cenſure 
that was ever made, and diſcovers the 
burning Malice of our Author; in ſpight of 
all his pretty ſofr Wheedfes to the Church 
4 by Lat ejtabliſh'd, it is eaſie to ſee tho 
the Cobweb Snare he lays only to caich the 
weaker Flies. But be goes on with it with 
all the Rancour of à Man, that owns no 
Man's Religion ; like his Lands, deſcends 
from Father to Son; bur every one, when 
capable, is to chuſe his own Church ; a pret- 
ty kind / of Church indeed, that is built in 
every Man's oven Breaſt ;:{o that I fancy then 
the Head muſt be the Steeple, as it is in 
our-Author, herein the Bells are all ring- 
ing backward, to let the World know the 
Church is on Fire. For, ſays he, That hi 
is the Cauſe of Chriſtians treating one ano- 
ther with fo much Harburity, 1s evident from 
#brs one ration i hat no ſuch Effetts 


{low b 22 differing" in ſuch Opinions. 
— the Clergy | bave no rs” > 3 ut 
here their very Livelihaade and Subſiſtence 
art at Ste. I hope not, Dear Sir, but 
that the Nation will have more Wit than 
to take Notice of ſuch Enthuſiaſtical No- 
tions, that wou'd perſwade one you were 

ing.to.declare-Qu2ker, having got ſuch a 
Tien within, that your outward Man dark- 
ens ſtrangely, and gives you the Cotmplexit 
on of an evil Spirit. ok 


. 
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For, 
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For, ſay you, W. bat bar not a little & bg 60 
bated. to 5 Men ſuppeſe there 77 
pires, Tudges or Governours in Re TA 
pied”. Tay Mal Ii tbe Magi) rale's 
annexing,, Profits and { Piu edges 4 7655 
Teacher af his own Religion, * 17 
of others; and 27 ging who 
70 ye 155 are to have theſe 24 
what Wal ations ; and wh 
wc what Nl and 
4nd of the Clergy, being 
Magiſtrate's. Depyties in this Matter, 
4 47 them in moſt Countries being, ge- 
ny peaking, of the Religion to w 
they find enen, annex d, do in order 
to bring, others, right or wrong, into the 
| ſame . Pl his e their 
Ret 11 8. EE Church Law, and me 
0 — 


Schi n rguently Damnation, not 
be of. Ge 0 of tablijhed Law: "Which 
we e I the Noſe and Din the 
Clergy make about it, ought 4 to biaſs Men, 
pre eſs take from them their Natural 

| Judging for themſelves in Matters 
of Reigen, except they ought to be 'i in all 
ountrees. . . Religion, to which they 
find theſe Coil Emoluments annex'd. _ 
Here's another heavy 93 laid upon 
the Clergy, who, he ſays, Right or Wrong 
endeavour to perſwade others to be of their 
Opinions, becauſe they ate too well paid, 
as he thinks, for ſo doin What can a 


Man deviſe to ſay more ſevere and reflect. 
ng than ſuch bitter Words as theſe, that 
gall a Man in the moſt ſenfible Part of his 
* aud his Religion? And this he 
E 4 taunts 


55 
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taupts them aſter tbe moſt re . 
mapner of ſaying,” noti ithſtand ing the 
Wh * Din the Clergy make about it; 
their Relig lon and Church Eſta- 


15 6. there is! tide in it; z Every Body 
ght to | Join imſelf with that 


th a, Ri 
rch which he judges will beſt conduce 


== 
= 


ro. rhe ſaving his Soul, after his own Way ; 
and the as often 48 he pleaſes forſake 4 
Church; and take in with another, when he 
T7 tired of that; fo. that this Medley of 
Churches, and this Confulion in chuſing 
ſometimes this Ke ſometimes al, he 
85 the bel oY \ to take away the 
Nad of the Thor b. and eſtabliſh the 
of No. Cburch at all. For tis a 
wo to him to tliink, and diſturbs him 
that the Preſervation and Wel. 
Ya be committed to the "Care of 
05 men, ince \, he fancies ' it wou'd 
thri ve better, © exe there no Forms and 
"Modes of Wag no Doctrines. Rites or 


Ceretponjes of a Church, but every Man 


did that which he. thought was Right in 
his own Eyes. 
_ Bur. yorwithſtanding theſe Fine Strokes, 
"the F. eſervation, rhe Welfare of Religion 
and Government, and its Confiſtency with 
Government, muſt eeds be a Right and 
.harge DelonBing oth to the Civil and 
Ecclèſiaſtical M Sittrare: The one to pre- 
ſerve it from lence in Humane Affairs, 
the other fromthe petpetual Dangers Reli- 
Sion lyes liable to, both from the Infirmi- 
tſes and Corrmptſons io LID, as Plantus 


by, 


Novi 
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Nee bc He l n- e 
l 
e vulr, ut fi ſui ſnilis: Turbint iſcreut 
ores mali: 945 Irvidur, n 


AN,» s 2 © 3 bd cunt brivitum babent. 
barrum profanum, publicum privatum habent. 


And therefore Goyeriiours' are- appottred, 
ay Ss made for the CorreCting the E- 
normities of theſe Diſturbers of the World. 


ul is impoſſible that either f. or 
overnment, in Reſpect to the Viciouſneſs 
of Mankind, {hou'd ever be Safe, unleſs Pro- 
viſion was made by Proper Minifters'for the 
conſtant Preſervation of theſe Things; be- 
fides, the Diviſion of Affairs into 1 
and Divine, was the Firft and Grand Divi- 
fion of all Affairs amongſt Men; hut yet our 
Author means, There's no Argument the Cler- 
can uſe to exclude the Magiſtrate from 
. fla in Church-Matters, which will not 
bold ar much for Mens Natural Rights a- 
gainſt them. For will not their having a 
Right to preſcribe Terms of Communion for 
the People, make | their Religion 10 be at 
their Diſpeſal, as much as it would be at the 
Magiſtrate*s if he bad ſuch a Power * And 
if a Right in bim to oblige the People to ac- 
quieſce in his Interpretation "of Scripture 
 wou'd be the ſame, as a Right to make Scri 
ture, can any Fallible Set of Prieſts be So- 
vereign Interpreters of it? | 
He has forgot that the Magiſtrate is the 
Minifler of God, as St. Paul fiys, A Re- 
venger to Execute Wrath upon him that doth 
Evil; he is to ſee h's Will executed, _ 
. n 5 ET 
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— Goſpel he muſt do in that 
na 25 pen 101 "therefore he 


9p; oſs he. e word in the 
G Ne y . Sword, 
ſays — 4 eee Porte Kent ; 
” that the Power of the r ought 
not to be extended to the. Spiritual Goy — 
ot e Spiritual, as in 5 
nterpre ure, or t 

ſolutions: 15 airh, RIC 5 Civil N 25 
27 i5; 15 
For 2 


its actin 


ſo ak ay 1 85 an en. Ad „ and as 
harge immediate from God 
in Reſpett to the Charge ir.ſelf, as was fai 
AT þ and to the Supream Magiſtrate, that 
at y and Emphancally, W, as to- the , 

True Religion it ſel is Charge is 
committed ro. him, becauſe 1 is e Su- | 
pream Publick W 


ans, 3 Baoidu 3 7817 TROY eit. 


But the King is x Oe Lhtig mage of God, 
ſays: * ſo he hath Power adequate 
to the Charge put into his Hands. 
Onę may eaſily perceive what this Gen- 
tleman àims at, that is, to take off all Ob- 
ligations of Good and Evil from Mens Con- 
ſciences, as Hobs hath done, becauſe this is 
the Sure Way to Ruin Religion, and conſe- 
quently all Priefts and Biſhops, aga inſt whom 
he has got ſuch an Averſion: Which beige 
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to my Mind One Paſſage more in his Friend. 
„What if a Sovereign forbids his Subjects 
© to Believe in Citi? I anſwer, ſays Mr. 
Hobs, it is of no! becauſe Belieſ or 
Unbelief never follows Man's Commands. 
But what if we are Commanded to Con- 
* feſs 2 by ww pA is an External 
„Thing, no more than any Geſture, 
Nr. we ſignifie out Obedience; and 
* a Chtiſtian holding -firraly in his Heart the 
Faith of Chriſt, hath the ſame Liberty 
© herein. with Naaman. This is certainly 


a Deulliſh Doctrine, Seeing it is offer d thus 


indefinitaly; for it is directly contrary to 


all the Holy Martyrs Belief and Practice, 
Expreſs Conſtitution of our Lord, 


and the 
that he that Confeſſes him before Men, be 
toll ucſtnotuledge; and he that denieth him, 
he will deny before hit Heavenly Father. 
Ihe zext Arganent aur Author urges, 
and which I thinł I haue already ſufficiently 
anſwer'd to, is, that the Clergy, generally 
ſpeaking, affirm that Goll bas appormed for 
every Chriſtian Nation Tuo Governments, 
Independent of each. other, one for Eccleſi- 
aſticul, N other for Cuil Matters; and that 
both 407 .as without which — 99 
can ſubſiſt, a Legiſlatiue and Exemptive 
* ; — that One of theſe Governments, 
ro. wit, of the Church, belongs to them 2 4 
Divine, Unalterable, Right, conuey d from 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who 9 
them to Rule tbe ch to the End. of the 
World; and that by Vertue of this Spirnual 
Empire they haue a Right to make Laws, 
not only about indifferent Matters, as _ 
g 5 an 
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and Ceremonies, but thut their —— 7 
likewiſe extends to Matiers of Faith; that 
ic, according to the Pratfice of all Nack, 
wderermine for the People tohat they ſhall 
Believe: and Poſſeſs and that they haue a 
Right to enfarce Obedience to their Bccigſi- 
aftical Decreet by Spiritual Cenſurer, ibe 
feds - bf | which! are, ſay they, infinitely 
more 10 be dreaded than any'the'Cruit-Power 
can inflid, fince tit uo leſs then \ſhutting 
Heavens Gates, an 4 delivering over: 10 
Satan, that are ſo Unhappy as ro fall under 
them: And that at none can bet alimitted 
into the Church but by their Means, Jo 
they habe not only a Diſcretionary * ; 
either to admit, or not aulmit, bat tikewsſe 
70 Puniſh thoſe they have. admitted, mot vnly 
by . rebuking and 722 them, hu by 
turning them out of the Church, and obliging 
all Pe rſons to ſhun and avoid them; und 
that for all manner of Sint, for the Breach 
the Commandments of the Second, at well 
ar the Firſt Table: And that the letter 
vo do this, they, like all other Independent 
Powers, bave a Right to erect Curt Fudi- 
cature, ſummon Witneſjet, and to do'what- 
foever they judge Neceſſary for the Support 
of their Independent Furiſdittion, af tbe 
Extent of which, themſelves, under God, 
are the ſole Fudges, and ONT can 
Excommunicate their Spiritual Subjects for 
whatever they ſhall Fudge to be Contempt, 
.Contumacy and Diſobedience And that they 
have this great Advantage above the Lany, 
that they are capable of the higheſt Civil, as 
well as Eccleſiaſtical, Power ;, but an Iuprous 
| Uſarpe: 
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U/urpation and Horrid Sacrilege in all, exs 
— thoſe to whom the True Succeſſors of rhe 
Apaſtles have, by laying on of Hands,” given 
the Holy Ghoſt 10 exerciſe any Eccleſiaſticat | 
Furiſdiflion, Office,” or Employ, and that © 
whatſoever they Attempt of this Nature is 
Null and Void, for want of a Commiſſion,” 
which none are authorized to beſtow, but thoſe: 
who' derive their Poiner from God, im a di- 
rel Succeſſion from the Apoſiles. The Con- 
ſequence of it is, that theirs is the moſt Abſo- 
lute, Arbitrary, Unlimited, Uncontroulable, 
Power in the World; becauſe having it with- 
out Intervention of the People, ar their Re- 
preſentatrves, they cannot be accountable to 
them for any Male. Adminiſtration, hut 10 
God alone, from whom they received their 
Powers. ; 28 
From hence he goes to Prove, That there 
cannot be Two Independent Powers in the 
ſame Society, upon which his whole Work 
is Built; though in this produces neither 
Scripture Authorities, nor the Conſent of 
Nations, but makes uſe of all the Old Ar- 
uments of the Sectariſts in all Ages: 
Brings Selden, Grotius and Foſephus, to 
Prove that Commutation and Excommunica- 
tion was Odious among the Fews And Ta. 
citus,- to ſhow that the Germaſus thought - 
it inſupportable, he quotes Dion Chry- | 
ſeſtom, to Prove that the Druids pretended: 
0 an Independent Right, which is a ſtrong 
Argument from ſuch Antiquity againſt him; 
tor he has nothing to do with the Thing, 
how Grievous ſoever, and Burthenſome it 
may be to the Lajty ; but to Prove, as he 
| At- 
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attempts to do, that Two Independent 
Powers are inconſiſtent. I ſhall have no Re. 

gad to ounn his 12 Dixit, which he relyes 
much upon, nor for his other Reaſons urg'd 

| _ - againſt this Argument, nor otherwiſe, that 

i as ho is able to Support them with the Au - 

thoxities of Antiquity, and the Laws or 
Cuſtoms of Nations. 

Nor can I find of what Uſe the Declara- 
tion in the Thirty. ſeventh of Henry VIII. 
Chap. 17. is to the diſproving of Two Inde- 

Powers, one of the Church, and 

the other the State at that Time, but rather 

a Confirmation that the Spiritual Power 

was. too large for the Secular, and wanted 

a little curbing; the Words are theſe, That 

the Reaſon why the Pope and hit Adherents 

binder'd Lay-men from exerciſing Eecleſt- 
aſtical Furiſdiftion, was, that they might 
gather. and get to themſelves the Rule and 
Government of the World. His Authority F 
from the Biſhop of Sarum's Expoſ. of the 
Nineteenth Article, or that of the Fencch 
Biſhops depoſing the Emperor Ludovicus 
Pius, are nothing at all to his Argument, 
though they may be urg'd to make for his 
Purpoſe, as he Wire draws that of Bellar- 
mine, aſſerting the Pope's Temporal Power, | 
to the: Proteſtant Clergy, maintaining the 
 Dodrineof Spiritual Independency : Nay, | 
he tells em, they hold not that as a bare 
Speculative Opinion, but that they may by 
Degrees Enſlave the People again, as they 
were in Times of Popery ; he wor't allow 
himſelf to diſtinguiſh in the Behalf of the 


Reformed Church men, but Treats all _=_ 
| at 
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that bear. the Office of Prieſt, let him be of | 
vhat  Perſwaſion be will. Mr, Drydex's 
trim ie his, that, Prie/is of al{ Religious 
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Gur Author does not rightly, diſtinguiſh 

between a Civil Head of the Church, and 

tlie Conſtitutip: Head 4 the King we ac- 
ead, or 


knowl ge the. Civil ovemour 
of the Church of England, as, well as the 
State; that is, in whom the only Su 

Coercive Authority lyes, over all Perſons in 
Eccleſiaſtical, as well as other Matters. But 
as to the Conſtitutiye Head of the Church, f 
4 as an EcclefiaſticaLOrganical Body, it is the 
whole Repreſentative of Clergy-men, and 
then it is call'd a National Synod, or Con- 
vocation of Divines, which is the Conſti- 
tutive Head of the Church of Exglaud under 
Chriſt, in the External, re zo vernment 
of it committed to them. there are te 
me Grounds in Nature for a Church - Re- 
eſentative, which there are fox any othet | 

epreſentative of the People in Civil Mat- : 
ters wharſoever, viz. the Wiſdom and Know. 

ledge. of ſome in all Societies above others 
and either the Difficulty or Impoſſibili of 
calling the whole Society together, as Pom- 
ponius faid of the Roman State, Deinde, 
quia difficile plebs conuenire cepit populus 
certa multo difficiltus, in tanta —— homi- 
num neceſſitatat ipſa curam Reipublite ad 
otion of a 
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Senatum deduxit. And as this 
Church-Repreſentative is warranted by Na- 
ture, ſo it is not contradicted by. Scripture, 
nor by any neceſſary Appropriation of the 
Original Word, *Exz2vio/a in the New Te- 
4 | ſtament. 


ſtament. But as to chbſe that require a Pre- 


ſident of à National Church to be given 


in the New Teſtament” it is Ridiculous; 
the Chriſtian Church then not being Na- 
tional, nor in a Capacity to be ſo. There 
the Internal Government of the Church is 
either Fotmal, which belongs to the Mi- 
niſters or ObjetZrve, which belongs to the Ma- 
giſtrate: The Magiſtrate therefore cannot 
by Vittue of his Office enter into the Fundti- 
on of the Prieſt to do his Work, though he 
can oblige the Miniſter himſelf to do ir, and 


Punifh him if he neglect bis Duty; and he 


can give 4 Call to the Paſtoral Rulers to 
Meet, and Frame Eccleſiaſtical Conſtituti- 
ons; and though himſelf cannot make them, 
they ſhall not be Obligatory. to the Subject, 
unleſs they have his Function. | 
- Therefore fince the Notion of Two Inde- 
pendent: Powers, and the Practice thereon. 
continued for fo long a Time, hath paſs d 
the Teſt of ſo many Kings, Parliaments, 
Councils, Convocations, &c. one wou'd. 
think it ſhov'd ſuffice, beſides that Great, 
though Unhappy, Prince, King Charles I. 


* 


told the prevalling Fart at that Time, who 


were of our Author's Cotnmonwealth Prin- 
ciples, that the taking away thc Rights of 
the Biſhops and Clergy, at that Time Peti- 
tioned againſt, was a Breach of his Corona- 
tion - Oath.  Agreeable to this Opinion was 
the Royal Advice he left to the next Suc - 
ceſſor to his Throne, ſpeaking of the Church 


of England 1 have tried it, ſays he, and 


aſter much Search, and many Diſputes, haue 
concluded it to be the beſt in the World, 


noi 


| 


4 


The Schiſmatick Vnmas k d, &c. 
mot only ig the Community as Chriſtian, but 
alſo in the Special Notion as reformed, 


roo | the Middle Way between the phy; of 


Superſtitious Tyranny, and the Meanneſs of 


Phantaſtick Anarchy. And it is a pity now 


that a Church ſo well and temperately Eſta- 
bliſh'd ſhou'd be diſturb'd again, from the 


ſame Malignant Conteſts which put her ſo 


lately into a Diſpoſition of War and Sedi- 
tion. f 8 

Before I cloſe this Head I ſhall add this, 
that the Emperor Leo in the Civil Law calls 
the Superior Clergy-men Fccleſiæ Defen- 
ſores, the Defenders of the Church, and all 
Laws and Countries have ever priviledg'd 
Church-men beyond others, if it were but 


for God's Sake, and for the Honour of Re- 


ligion, which ought always to be ſupported, 
Sacerdotis obvemente, ſays Paulus in his 
Digeſts, V:deamus an Cogatur arbiter ſen- 
tentiam dicere id enim non tantum honori 


perſonarum ſed & Majeſtati indulgetur cu- 


jus N vocare ſacerdotes oportet. 

ut our Author at laſt ſums up this Ar- 
_gument very concluſively, as he 11 
and as he wou'd have it to be; in a Word, 
if the Clergy have no Legiſlative Power, 
nor are rag oe to put the Will of the Le- 
g1/lator in Execution, they commonly have 
a Right to Adviſe, there being no Me- 
dium between that of Legiſlation , and con- 
Sequently all they can pretend to, relating to 
Excommunication, making or ordaining Bi- 
ps Prieſts and Deacons, &c. is Advice 
only. 


F The 
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.. The next Thing our Author, proceeds 
with, and which is till Built upoff bis Firſt 
Falſe Bottom, is, That the Spiritualittes 
We Clergy-men claim, are either ſuch as 
re Peculiar to the Divine Nature, or elſe 
were only beſtow'd on the Apoſtles; and that 
both theſe ſerve them ar a Pretence for in- 


_ vading the Right of the People, and of their 


oy enmurroes.. . © Hee 
ow my Buſineſs is to ſhow the contra- 
ry Doctrine is True, and has all along been 
receiv'd as ſuch in all Ages of the Church, 
in Oppoſition to our Author, who'is reſolved 
to fer aſide the Uſe of the Clergy in Mat- 
ters of Religion, ſo that every: Man may be 
King, Prieſt and Prophet in his own Houſe, 
The Mznifter is to look to bis Lord's Will, 
which is not only the Temporal, but the 
Spiritual Good of bis People; and if he be 
God's Miniſter for out Good, there can be 
no Exemption of Sacred Things, any more 
than Civils from his Authority under God 
for the Good of his People ; and hence we 
are Taught to Pray for Magiſtrates, that 
we may lead peaceable Lives under them, in 
all Godlineſs as well as Honeſty. Kings and 
Emperors, ſays Grotius, are equally to take 
Cafe of. Sacred and Secular Things: But 
when we come to Particulars, the u In- 
Peri is more narrow in Matters of Religion, 
than in other Matters, upon this One Ac- 
count, that the Divine Law does appoint 
ot determine more Things concerning Reli- 
gion, and fo rakes them out of the Magi- 
rate's Liberty, than ir does concerning 0- 
ther Matters. In hoc Reges ſicut eis Drom- 
tas 
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tas præcipitur Deo ſervient in quantum Re- 
644 1 12 wWraeene 
pes ſunt, fi in ſud regno bona fubeant, mala 
probibeant > Non Falun que pertinent ad 
humandin Societatem, veram etiam 70 7 
diuinam Religionem, ſays. St. Auſtin, Contra 
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of rhe greateſt Concern; and there ate-,no 
Marters in the World which have fo great 
an Influence on Mens Spirits to put them 
in Agitation; and if they were exempted 
wholly from the Authority of the Eccleſi- 
* aſtical Govetnour, it would be a 'very hard 

thing for any Mortal to Govern Well. 
For Church Cenſures and Spiritual Penal- 
ties proceed in their ſeveral Degrees, as all 
Punifhments ought to do; and that for 
Plato's Reaſon in the Matter of Laws : Le- 
gum vero ut Videtur, ſays he, Aliæ ad bo- 
norum bominum docfri nam ponuntur, ut per 
eas Intelligant quo pallo inter ſe amice ber- 
ſentur : Alte ad compeſcendas illorum per- 
tinaciam, qui indomiti natur ſunt ſpretæg; 
omni diſciplina, nulla ratione moventur, 
quin ad oninem ruant improbitatem : That 
amongſt Laws ſome are Eftabliſh'd for the 
informing of Good Men, that by them they 
may underſtand how to Live Amicably a- 
mong themſelves ; and others for the re- 
ſtraining the forwardneſs of thoſe who are 
Unruly by Nature; and all Diſcipline being 
deſpiſed, are by no means prevailed. upon 

but that they will run Headlong into a 
manner of Miſchief; and therefore, Quanto 
gravier & acerbior eſt Chriſti fidelibus ex 
* Communicationis 9 majorag; interim, 
.& exterivs infert Nocumenta; tanto matu- 
| V 
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rius, caul ioneq; Fudicio Eccleſtarum prælati 
corumꝗ, Vicari ea uti debent, ſays Covarru- 
via, and the reſt of the Canoniſts: And 
theſe Church-Cenſures ought always to be 
diſpenſcd with the leaſt mixture of Pride 
Humane Paſſion can ſhow ; and the Reaſon 
of the Divine Law of Chriſt ſo appointing 
them to be diſpens'd is evident, becauſe 
they are Spiritual Penalties, diſpensd by 
Spiritual Perſons. 
- And the Church-men, or Spiritual Per. 
ſons in every Society, are thoſe to whom im- 
mediately the Right of diſpenſing them 
belongs. And this Right of Church- men 
is warranted both by the Law Natural and 
Divine, in their ſeveral Reſpects, and was 
faid to be one Part of Power of their Juriſ- 
dition mention d: And this, whether they 
diſpenſe them actually, either by them- 
ſelves, or by others, as Dionyſius Ecclefiaſt. 
Hierarch. C. 5. P. 2. ſays, in Præſule ſa- 
craido Evangelium ſuper caput imponilur, 
&c. congravè enim iradita divinity Eloquia 
cujus capiti imponuntur quibus continetur, 
& ſcire exponitur Iheolagia omnys, omniſq; 
divina attio & diwi na apparitio, ſacra item 
elocutto & operatio, atq, ut breuitur dixe- 
rim divina omnia & ſacra opera, tas verba 
gue 4 benefica Deitate noſtre funllioni in- 
dulta ſunt. | 
But our Author, to deſtroy the Spirituali- 
ty of Church - men entirely, ſays, We indeed 
ear no Puniſhments bereafter on Account 
ary Attons of the Prieſts ; and conſequent- 
I bis Excommunicating, Curſing, Damning, 
Anathematizing, &c. cannot render a . 4 
A E "ie 
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T he Schiſmatick Unmask'd, Kc. 69 
Condition, as to the next World, worſe than 1 
bis ations, by which he underſtand or fall 
will make it; a mighty Diſcovery indeed, 
for the very ſame thing happens to Tempo- 
ral Juriſdiction, which, though it can hang 
an Innocent Man in this World, he muſt 
ſtand or fall by his on Actions in the 
next: But he proceeds thus; Much leſs 
have the Clergy a Power to deliver any over 
to Satan, or ſhut Heavens Gates ogarnſt bim, 

__ bys 5 do not deſerve it ; — when 

theſe do, they alone, nor a the Prieſts, 

| 0 t. bin ſuffer. 99 IRE 8 | 

Now St. Ferome expounding againft the 

Abuſe that was in his Time of the Keys 

of the Church, which is the Power of re-. 

mitting Sins, in as much as by the Miniſtry 

of the Word and Sacraments the Kingdom 

of Heaven is opened ; The Priefts and 
* Biſhops, faith he, not underſtand ing chis 
* Place, Arrogate to themſelves ſomething of 
© the Phariſaical Haughtineſs, either for con- 
* demning the Innocent, or for abſolving 
* the Faulty. But God ſeeketh for the Life 
* of the Guilty, and nor for the Sentence of 
the Prieſt. Look then in what Sort the 

_ © Prieft made the Clean and the Unclean | | 

* under the Law, in the ſame Sort the Bi- | 

* ſhop or Prieſt doth now bind or looſe ; not | | 

* thoſe thatare Wicked or Good, but accord- k 

* ing to his Office, when he hath heard the | 
Difference of the Sins, he knoweth whom 

to bind, and whom to looſe. St Auſtin 
ſays, The Keys are the Knowledge and 
* Power to diſcern, by the which the Pricſt 
* ought to exclude the Unworthy, and 
F 3 admit 
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a mit the Worthy into the Kingdom of 
God, 

St. Clement, whom the Ch N hy 
pretends io have been Feger ed 
that the Biſhops are the Keys of the Churcb, 
and that they have the Power to open, Heæa- 
ven, and to {hut it; and when our ee 
had ask id his Apo les, IWhom think 
Jan? And Peter, in the Name 4 
ſweted, Thou art the, Chriſt, &c. Then 2 
his Name he promiſed to all the Church 
the Power of the Keys, which he piemniled 
afterwards to them in the Eighteen Fark 
Matth. in theſe Words, That, which, yo 
ſhall, bind. in; Earth, « ſhall be bound in 

n, & Bo he d aliver'd. the ſame = 

after his R ebe e to all the Apoliſcs, 

12 iſtinction, Receive ye the # 97 

G 3 Fe, remit, they 
foals as ted unto them, &c. 1H 

ik Lig Firſt Biſbop of Nome, plainly. 
is Þ lace of Vending and. laofeng by 
that « {St © Joby 20% Whoſe Sins e ſhall 


| a which, Place, 2s. it meaneth the 


extends it generally tog all 
Faden ene ſays he, breathing 
ah Di ples, and giving them the 


Holy 7 unto themall, Receive ye 
aly 73 


the: ip another Place, Se. 
72 7 155 wa Apoſtles ſays, 0 
T5 the.bent of your Faith 

2 1 of, the Kingdom of Heaven, tbe 

| Era 10 an looſing. St. Jerome 
1 1 Church have it alſo in her 
Rach and Biſhops, that whoſo ſeparateth 
himſelf from che Unity of Faith cannot 


have 


The 8 Mmasxd, &e. 
have his Sins rem} ned} de enter Wr the 


Kingdom of 1800 ' nd Mi- 
niſters of the 99 9 5 des 85 
is torts en in thar the n 

of the Law had j ihe atter of > 


Pere, 1 or Frail Ing Sins, py 
ey Judge N 05 Nh the 20 
pi or retain d. 1 

V Places en NG 9. 
lk and Rho of the C 725 ad 


th 9 us in the fate Words. 
though in nis 


20 pony ate fyfficient Diſcoveries" of 
his. Ambigion, yer fays the Power” of the 
Gon Is, 1 to all the relates 
aours of 77 Church; and N 
which is repeated by Grotian in er. 
24, and, by the chiefeft. h 4 Bn 
he Waage, a the Power of Bia Ae 
and loſing, in which, 74 $ rat all the" Fu- 
900 diff 175 of the 1 procecdeth W 
d ie 55 4% bm & 
hor. he which 415 ars, Archbifft 
of Rheims, maiprdinel düt bf the Fathers, 
ey Time vieh another Hintimars, Biſhop 
Laon, wou d have: APP ard from * 
de abgur the Year, 870, and thong after 
theſe” great Lights Were puf out in the 
Church there enter much Darkneſs in her, 
yet for all that this Truth, cou'd never be 
Altogether exringuiſh'd, 

To conclude then this Head: according to 
the Property of the Words, the Conference 
of other Scriptures, the Analogy of Faith, 
the Expofition of the Ancient athers, and 

the very Canons of the Romiſh Church, 1 


F 4 


FE 


72 No- Church Efabliſb d: Or, 
ſus Chriſt is the Stone, or the Lively Rock, 

upon which the Church hath been Founded 

by the Miniſtry of the Apoſtles; fo this 
Church, which is but One, the Power of the 

Keys is promiſed, to open the Gate of the 
Kingdom of Heaven to all thoſe that yield 
Obedience to the Preaching of the Goſpel. 


All they that Exerciſe the Miniſtry of the F 
Goſpel have theſe Keys ſo far as their Mini: | 
ſtry Watcheth, and they that have no Au- 


thority to, Exerciſe it, cannot Challenge 

them. And if notwithſtanding all this our 

Author will ſtill perſiſt in his Irreligious , 

Qpigion, then he muſt be content that theſe 
Vords, Go behind me, Satan, thou art an 

Offence to, me, be underſtood of hin. 

All his Arguments brought againſt Church- 

mens Spititualities are either Frivolons, Ir- 

religious, or Stale, and ſo not worth a Wiſe | 
Man's Confideration ; as obſerve how light 

and empty are the following Words; A 

ane, 17 is God's Ambaſſador, 

therefore. ibe People neitber Collpttror or 
Repreſentative can make one, becauſe" they 
have : no... Power to. ſend Embaſſadors. from 

Heaven, How Ridiculous is this th Talk of 
the Peoples Power of ſending Embaſſadors 
from Heaven, ſince Piyine Revelation has 
declared their Miſſion, and the Holy Ghoft 
confirm'd their Embaſſie by Wonders and 
Miracles for ſome Ages, till the World had 
firmly believed and feceived their Creden- 
tials: But taking Embaſſadors in that Senſe, 


continues he, if will, Tm afraid, Prove there th 
are not no Clergy-men; ſince they, -who pre- w. 
lend 4p. tbe Sole. Pomer of making em, can th 
DC i 


"TE, 


The Schiſmatick Uqmasd, Kc. 21 


7 
+ 


a little ſend an Embaſſador from God. "who 
alone chuſes hit 'own-Embaſſadors,” This is 
rare Profane Stuff to Pleaſe the Atheiſt and 
Commonwealths-men: As again. 
And in truth a Man cannot well help he- 
ing firangely elated in his Thoughts to find 
himſelf exalted, he knows" not how, perbaps 
from a poor Servitor, and running on Col- 
ledge Errands, to ſo great and gloriow Pre- 
ferment, to be a'Prime Minifter in God's 
Kingdom, to repreſent no leſs than the Per- 
| ſon of the Onnipotent Being, to be able to 
diſpoſe tbe Holy Gboſt, io have the Keys 


© * 


exven and Hell at bis Girdle, and as 


a Conſequence f this, to have Kings and 


Emperors, as well az rhe Maſs of Mankind, 
render bim Spiritual Obedience. So great, 
ſo miraculows a Power conferr'd by the For- 
mality'of laying Hand over Head on'a Man, 
ibo ever ſo vile and unworthy, is ſufficient 
to make him, if weak enough to believe it, 
Vain, Giddy and Inſolent. This wou'd be 
an excellent Argument to ſet about a ſerious 
Anſwer, to where a Man is laughing all Re- 
ligion out of Countenance, buttooning a So- 
lemn Subject, and ridiculing the Saviour of 
Mankind, who choſe not the great and 
mighty” Men of the World to propagate his 
Goſpel, but the weakeſt of Men to con- 
found the Wiſdom of the Wife. His Em- 
baffadors were meaner than Servitors of 
Colledges, they were poor fimple Fiſher- 
men; hechoſe them on Purpoſe to humble 
the proud Scribes and Phariſees at that Time, 
who ridiculed them, as our Author does 
the Miniſters and Paſtors of Chriſt's Flock 
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at. this Day with theſe, State Noti 
_ often made /uſe of againſt: them to N 
Purpoſe; for the Power ef Hell ſhall.no 

be;/able 10 prevail againſt the Church = 


it, 1 Al * 2 Ky bien Gul ({\ AS 
AS tothe making.of Clargy:wen,. ſays our. 
vited, to give one. 4 
Right 10 enrreiſe the Office: f A. Aliniſier 
i an purricullar | Congregations, than ani. A- 1 


A0 tohat t more re 


gretinent among them to a, Perſon £4: 
puble and 0 6 ao upan Him 1 that 
Faul on, and tonſent. to beat: him Jay. Pra 
ers, pe ach and adminiſter tbe Sacraments. 2 
And what, is depiriving;.or. depoſing him, but 
ng not o hear him an longer, or 
_— more. fon Ghein e 15 
this —_ 2 may. 40 by. 
to Oc16HFES ++” palm 1 5 a 
— 4 2 2 of. their, wn, Altions in bear- 
ing or not 75 \ Such Perſon 1 La 
Preith, ar in Regeiving.! or not Reg 
thei Sacraments frem hi. And, this 
muſt haut had a Right fe do 125 5 
am Churches came in ue. | br id 
as 10 or noo nam di bis; Succeſſor, . fo 
_ Cong on being: Independent. 2 
and the Magiſtrate mat inter po ſin 3 
«Right, of tanſtitutia Jheir yn ty 
and of ordering alli ;otber;;Church = 
and no other cou'd henconcern' dt oy eir 


Conſent.apd Approſ ation. Here our [Author 
15 tor iſetting up =_ ' Independency of his 


 _ own! framing, after he has deny'd that 


of Chrilt's own Inſtitution, in ſett ing Rulers 
or Gbvernours over his Church which ſhou'd 


be independent of all Secular Power. But 
| not- 


„0. 


ray. 


are ſo be ae Nie any. Ece 


The Schiſt matick UnnasK d, &&. 


notw ithſtand in -of Seripture, N 
io, flog. os Ligh Apoites' he averrs 


and the Dire& 
Rill, There 70 Room for the Independent 
Power 0 / any Ser 0 5 Priefts ; and a little 3s 
there for it in a National Church, which on- 
ly the Leg! flature of ' that Nath can con- 


Nitute; and conſequently one cuhnôt Jappoſe 
: 


4 National Church without al 

Magi Hrate the Pomer of dividing. — into 
Paryhes, Dioce Es, Provinces, or othe wi iſe 
modelling, it as be thinks ft; * deter- 
mining. the | Form "of Eccleſiaſtical! Govern- 
ment, and the, ual fications % PR. as 

efraſtical 
Tom under that Form, and upon what 


erms they bald their Linge; and who 
all haue abe Power, depriving them,” and 
putting others in their Room; and likewiſe of 
making Laws about all orher Matters rela- 
tothe N tonal Charch,” and appointing 
125 ſhall Put heir Laws in Exedation y and 
refare 25 Ce d, tobo contend not only 
for. the Lawfulneſs, but Nel of Natio- 
h Churches,” ide up all their Pretences to 
an 117 Power in every thing rela- 
5 4 6 4 hem,, even in the moſt Specularive 
fericus Points: For if they allow 

701 1120 M 4g! iſtrate can enalt —＋ no Per- 
ſon ſhall enjoy any Preferment in ibe Na- 
tional Church who toes not profeſs ſuch or 
Such Articles, they cannot deny him a Power 
to, deprive a who ſhall difown em; be- 
cauſe tis only putting thoſe Laws they ac- 
Enowledge be bas a Power to make in Exe- 
cution; and by whamſoever he does this, 
whether Lay or Clergy, they aft as bis De. 


puties, 
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Puttes, ſince a Church, as 'tis Political or 


National, is a part of the, Civil Ci. 


He rambles a great while together in the 


 Mazes of Error and Schiſm, and then re- 
turns at. laſt to a true Point, which ev'ry _ 
Body owns, that the National Church js a 


Part of the Civil Conſtitution ; very learn- 
ed; but what is this to the Rights of the 


Chriſtian Church delivered in this Com- 
miſſion to the Apoltles, Go, Teach, Bap- 


rize, &c. Our Lord committeth the Admi- 
aiſiration of Dofrine, and of the Sacraments, 
to the Apoſtles ; becauſe in theſe Two Chriſt 
is offer d and propounded to Men. Now 
what other Thing elſe do we require in 
the Church? Bur thus much is hinted to 
thoſe who teject the Word and Sacraments 
for Marks of e Chur 

thoſe then Members of the Church of 
Chriſt who adminiſter the Word and Sa- 


craments rightly and lawfully, chat is, as St. 


Cyprian, ſaith, According to the Lord's Inſti- 
tution: Nor need we be afraid to commu- 
nicate with ſuch, tho in ſome Points of 
Doctrine they may err as well as in out- 
ward Policy. - For this is that which we 
ought always to hold, when the Fundamen- 
tal Points of our Salvation are truly taught, 
when the Rule of Faith is preciſely main- 
tained, and nothing received againſt the 
ſame, to conlider in Charity that we are 
Men, and that the Church of God confiſts 
of Men, as Words afe compounded of Let- 
ters and Syllables; and therefore as long as 
they are in this World they muſt N 
| TOY As © © ITC 


the Church. We ſhall call 


| 
| 
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* 
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The Schi It matick Unma sed, &c. 

with the Qualities of Men. And berauſe 
the whole Goſpel is nothing elſe but Faith 
and Love, I ſhall only take Notice of Two 
Principal Errors; and firſt, of Hereſie, which 
is an Error in the Faith and Doctrine of 
Chriſt; and ſecondly, Schi/m, which is a 
depatting from the Love and Communion 
of the Church, tho” agreeing otherwiſe in 
all the Points of Doctrine; and this is that 
which Optatus faith, Lib. 1. Schiſma ſparſo 
coagulo pacis diffipatis ſenſibus generatum 


livore nutritur, &c. ut deſerta matre Catho- 


lica impu filit « radice amputentur, &c. 
nec poſſunt novum aliquod aut alium agere, 
niſi quod jamdudum apud ſuam didicerant 
matrem. And St. Auſtine faith, The Here- 
ticks by thinking falſly of God violate Faith, 
the Schiſmaticks by unjuſt Divifions fall 
away from Brotherly Love, tho' they be- 
lieve the ſame that we believe. But Am- 
bition and Want of Charity, that is the 
Fountain of all Diviſions, are the chief Rea- 
ſons that make Schiſmaticks : And there- 
fore the poor People that are free from thoſe 
Things, and are carried away with the Fa- 
Qtion of the Mighty, as with a violent 
Stream, tho' they be in the Separation, are 
not properly in the Schiſn : And as in the 
Factions that are rais'd againſt a Common 
wealth, the Prince puniſhes only the Heads 
of the Conſpiracy, but through Clemency 
ſpares the People to be carry'd away thro' 
Ignorance, or in reſpec to the others Pow- 


er and Greatneſs : we hope the Father 


of Mercy deals with his Children, who 
for the moſt Part groan under the Ambi- 
| tion 


Elimass Eyes; an 


Schiſm in it; juſt as good 


tion of their Leaders, and have ſeldom an 
Fart in their Deſigns an Coe oli 1 
Hut our Author: ends his Second Chapter 
with Burleſquing the Holy Scripture in the 
Stories of Ananias, and the putting out 
£ 755 d in ſhe 72 gap 
ay's, ; 46. CIETLY amn, Wat if t nor 
the Power to Bay off Men 7 — I be, own 
its Unity cou not be pręſerbed, nor Divi- 
line or | Schiſms prevented: Which it in 


the Church, and there | eſerve its Uniy, 
is to divide. the Charc turning em out 


of it; and that the ſeparating Men. from 


the Church. is a proper oe to prevent 

good Senje 4 to af- 
that the putting Men out of the com- 
mon Way of Satuation is the Way to. ſave 
en. What a vile Charge is here upon a 
Body of Men he pretends to reverence, 
tho all · the time he is endeavouring to 
throw the ſame Odium upon them that the 
Fews attempted, and ſaid of our Saviour, 
that he had a Devil, and that he caſt out 
Devils through Bee/zebub, the Prince of De- 
vils: Such Prophaniſms as theſe demand 


o 


no Anſer. 2 
Our Author proceeds to prove, Chap. El 
That the Clergy's pretending to have a Right 
to exclude People from the Church of Chriſt 
is as abſurd, as Pe IRE, Power to de- 
bar em from the Public Worſhip it un- 
charitabiẽ; and that this Cuſtom was bor- 
rowed from the Heathen Prieſts, particutar- 
ty the Draids, of the Advantages they gain d 
byir. Ia all this Chapter he Proves ogg 
I . | ut 


0 2 


They chiſmatick Vnmask', 


ut what will be granted him either, ff 
lockority or Reaſon," and yer the Rights 0 
the Church remain untouch'd yer, from the 
Diſcipline of the Church of Exgland, under 

tlie Jutiſdiction of rhe Temporal more than 
the Eccleſiaſtical Power, does not take away 
any Divine Rights the Church may claim. 


28 deliver'd to her by the Infticition, of 


Chtilt' and his Apoſtles. 
For the Powers that have been exerciſed 
in the Church have been very different in 
different Sorts of Churches and Societies 
that have been in the World; ſo in the State 
of the Fews, and in the Ancient Heathen 
Church Societies, both among the Greeks 
and Romans : And in the Chriſtian Church, 
whether more Primitive or Papal, the Re- 
cords concerning theſe Things are to be 
zen in the Code and Novels of Juſtini an, in 
he Body of the Cannon Law up and down, 
in the Canons of Councils, and the like. In 
the Code and Novels there ate mentioned 
Patriarche, Metropolitans, Archbiſhops, Bi- 
hops, - Prieſts, Deacons, Sub-deacons, and 
al inferior Orders 'of Servitors in Church 
As to the Chriſtian Church in particular, 
and the Offices conſtituted by Divine Autho- 
rity in it, we ſhall here mention the Office 
of a Biſhop, who is ſo term'd in the New 
Teſtament by Way of Eminency, and in 
a Way proper to himſelf, and diſtinctly 
from others. And he is the Supreme in 
every Eccleſiaſtical Affair; and who by Vir- 
tue of the Inſtitution of Chriſt, and accord- 
ing to his being endewed with ſuitable = 


Kc. 79 


8 


No. Chur urch Eftablifh'd : Or, 


rect Power in Spirituals from him, is bound 
ex Officio to look after the Affair of the di- 


ſtinct Society of the Chriſtian Church in Ge- 


neral, beſides what more particular Powers 


he may at any time, in any more particular 


Mode of National Society, derive from the 


Supreme Magiſtrate, principally for the 


Sake of the Conſiſtence of Religion with 
Government. In the Interim this Office he 


is conſtantly to ſpend his Time in, and to 


look after, and to manage it, with great Care 
and Prudence: And that becauſe, without 


a due Overſight of Affairs, the particular 
Church Powers cannot be rightly- applied, 
and brought to effect; and without the 
Application of em right, there can be no 


ell being for the Church Society. 

So that the due Diſcharge of this great 
Office of Truſt is Fundamental to the Well - 
being of the Chriſtian Church; beſides al- 
ſo * reſpe& it may have to the Welfare 
of Civil Government, and all Humane So- 
ciety in any State or Commonwealth, there 
are ſome who mix this Supteam Eccleſia- 


ſtical Superviſorſhip betwixt Laicks and Eck- 


clefiaſticks. So the Church of Geneva with 
our Author, both expreſly, and in effect, 
both by their Conſtituting their Elders or 


Commiſfioners for the State, to be one kind 


of the Perperual Church Officers and alſo 
by their appointing to chuſe Two of the 
0 


uncil to join with Two of the Congrega- 


tion, .choſen by the Miniſters in the ordina- 


ry Act of Viſitation, or ſuperviſing of Affairs, 
but thoſe who. together mix the Civil and 


Eccleſiaſtical Powers, praQtice againſt the 


f 
1 
L 


: 


Tt Schiſmatick Inmas i d, dc. 
generality of Preſidents of all the formet 


Churches and Ages; and do ſu far forth, 


as the confound ing of the diſtindt Societies 
of Church. and State in the World. 
The ordinary Church Office of à Biſhop, 
or Ecdleſiaſtical Supetviſor, with the Rete- 
rence! of Things ſomerimes to a-Syzed, barh 
ever been under divers Modes and: Folities, 
and generally in. all kinds af Churches what- 
ſoever made Uſe of and Aſſerted; and even 
in the Mabometan Church at this Day 
they have their Cadii, or ordinary Bishops, 
their Haggiæ, or Presbytert, and their Tai 
mani; or Deacons ; and the like have been 
alſo in other Ages and Churches: Not but 
that the Welfare of the People, which is 
the meanitg of La- Elders, and of the com- 
mon Society, ought always to be Provided 
for, and taken Care of, in this Matter of 
Church-Government, as well as others. 
The Matters then to be ſupervis d in eve- 
ry Ecclefiaſtical Affait are either Ordinary, 
or Extraordinary ; the Ordinary usd to be 
comprehended within the Diſciplinary Con- 
ſtitutions or Canons of any National Church; 
the Extraordinary are according to the Emer- 
gent and Temporary Occafions of it; and 
there are ſome of each of theſe which are 
of more Moment, and ſome of leſs, in Re- 
ſpect to the Welfare of the Supream Pub- 
lick:Chlama it wh nel hs hes bet 
And as to that great Care alſo which 
always ought to be taken about rhe ſuper- 
viſing of theſe Matters, the State both of 
Perſons and Things ought to be taken Cog- 
nizance of by the Superviſors in their ſeveral 
| G Places 5 
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Places; their Eye ought always to be 
Wakeful, like thin of: the Dragon, watch- 
ing over the Golden Apples of the Heſperides. 
And laſt of all, the firft breaking out bf 
any Fire of Conteritions, or of any ther 
Miſdeameanours in che Church 5 — 
ver, ought to be timely ſtopp d, as the break- 
ings out of he 7 50 = * 00 
by t rt feclus * ay | 
woos by 1 s 

Our Authors retending : 15 "Prove the 
Practice of che riſtian Clergy now, is 
bortbwed from the Heathen Priefts, and 
particularly the Druide, is no more to his 
Argument, than if he had proved the Hea- 
thens took their Sacrifices from the Jetor, 
or that they had always ſome Notions of 
the Worſhip of a Deity, which it Natural 
and Juſt, are no Diſhonour for Chriſtians to 
imitate; but he takes hold of every trifling 
Thing that — * the leaſt Reflection ima- 
—.— againſt the Clergy; for all this 
-hapter is wholly imploy'd in raiſing Scan- 
dal, and pelting the Prieſts with it. He 
makes a meer Game of the moſt Solemn Ex- 
erciſes of Religious Worhip; and ſays, 
among Chriſtians, obſerve, it is but his own 
ſaying; back d with neither Authority nor 
Argument, one 0 nore than another can 
be.teckon'd d Prieft, becauſe the only Sa- 
crifices of our Religion are Prayers, Praiſes, 
and'Thankjgroings,” which every one of the 
Congreganon offers: up for himſelf; and 
there's' no more Reaſon to affirm, that the 
* 4 er offers up the Peoples Prayers, than 


al excepm In can _ ſuppos'd that God 
bears 
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hears him only who Tatks loudeſt, in ahut 
' be's the Servant of the Congregation, being 
imployd by them to ſpeak with an Audible 
Voice, that all may join together in offering 
up the ſame Prayers. * And the Clerk has az 
good 4 Title to the Pricſthaud ax the Parſon, 
ſince the People join with him in offering up 
their Sacrifices of Spiritual Songs, Hymn, 
and Thankſervings. To make this Perti- 
tent 10 the preſent Purpoſe ; does nos every 
one, as well-az the Miniſter, apply the Bread 
and Wine to the ſame Holy and Spiritual Uſe, 
in Commemorating the Benefits received by 
our Saviour, and in offering up the 757 
' Prayers, and deſiring the y — Bleſſings ? 
And whoever does this with a due Applicati- 
on of Mind, rightly Conſecrates the Ele- 
ment for himſelf, 2 this is the only Con- 
ſecration they are capable of : Any "thing 
farther than this may rather be called Con- 
juration than Conſecrat ion. | 

This is treating the Subject with all the 
Contempt and Lightneſs imaginable ; and if 
it deſerve not the Name of Prophaneneſs, it 
very well Merits that of Folly, for it ba- 
niſhes all Form and Decency in Religious 
Worſhip out of Humane Society. and leaves 
nothing but Diſorder and Confuſion to be 
expected. But how poor Jeſt he makes of 
the Clerk's having as good a Title to the 
Prieſthood as the Parſon, by the Congrega- 
tion joining with him in Singing of Pſalms 
When it is not the Conſent or Diſſent of the 
People that either makes the Prieſt, or 
makes him their Miniſter. Nothing can be 
- weaket- than ſuch Ridiculous Stu. which 


© 


G 2 has 
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has ſwelbd his Book to ſuch a Se will 
weary the Judicious Reader, he abobnds fo 


much with himſelf, that he is. ſond of Tau- 


tologies. r M U 49.4 

. "He ſays, Chap. 12. That iis iuconſiſtent 
with the Reaſon, Deſign, und End of. kecle- 
fofticalDiferpline, that there ſhew'd' be any 
gurt icus ar -munutable Form of it, or any 
det Ps ſons with an Unalterable to Ma- 
nage tt, but that Men are oblig d, according 


he Circumſtances they ure under, to alter 


a? vary. , Ihings relating lo it a they 
Judge: moſt conducing 10 the. End for tobich 
bat wee inſtituted + This is not at all agree- 
able to the Uſe and Cuſtom of rhe.+Zewe, 
A Chron, 19. 8. Moreoner, ſays the Text, 
in jeruſalem did Jchofophat Jer. of rhe Le- 
vites, and of the Prieſts, and of the Chief-of 
the: Fathers f Iſracl, for the Fudgment -of 
the Lord, and for Controverſies, when they 
returned to Jeruſalem ; and afterwards he 
deputed Amarieh and Zcbadi ah in all Sa- 
cted and Matters; and who knows not but 
that Authority in J/racl did exerciſe the 
Power of Judging of all kinds of Superſti- 
tion, and Idolatries,; Blaſphemies, Hereſies, 
and even of Fropheſies, Miracles, and the 
like: If we lock into the New Teſtament, 
the fame. Thing is aſſented to, and approv'd 
hy is and although:the: Chriſtian Church 
at the Writiog of it were not National, yet 


it provides for its being National : It ap- 


points in the Caſe of the Treſpaſs of a Bro- 
ther, the telling it to the Church, as Inde- 
pendent of the Magiſtrate. And laftly, the 


Ahoſſles, when they practiſed the finſt Plan- 
20 8 


tation, 
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tation, and ſetting up of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, againlt the Likings and Autherity of 
the Governours of  Fudea, the Roman Em- 
perors, and the like, they had 4 ſpecial 
Command and Authority from God for ſo 
doing. HORTITEEy 2 88 
It we look then further into the Law and 
Cuſtoms of Nations, the ſame: Tenour ot, 
Practice, we {hall find to have been general- 
ly. obſerved. in all Ages and Humane. Socie- 
ties. And it has been at leaſt a tacite Ac- 
knowledgment every where \ amongſt -thzm, 
þ that the Prieſts have always had the Power | 
| ot. the Interpreation, and Judgment of all 
Docttines of Religion wliatſover, and of 
Admiſſion and Eſtabliſhment of them in the 
Church. Prophane Hiſtories, and other 
Monuments and Records abroad in the 
| World, are full of more direct Inſtances in 
this Matter. Amongſt the Greeks the Prieſts 
did debate Forms of Religion, Blaſphemies 
againſt the Gods, divulging ot Myſteries, 1 
and the like, ſays Plutarch, Diagents Laer- | 
tius, and others. And Cicero in his Oration 
to the Pontifices, ſpeaks thus; Cum multa 
Divinitzs, pontifices a Majoribus noſtris In- 
venta atq; inſtituta ſunt, tum nibil præcla- 
| rias quam quod vos eoſdem & Religionibus 
g Deorum Immortalium & Summæ Reipublice 
| pre eſſe voluerunt. Notwithſtanding theſe 
and many more Inſtances our Author might 
have mer with to his Satisfaction, he re- | 
ſolved on the contrary, that Prieſts ſhou'd | 
neither have Divine nor Humane Rights, l 
neither Temporal nor Spiritual Eſtabliſn- 
G 2 ments, ! 
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ments, but that he wou'd pluck them all up 
Root and Branch. | 


And therefore ſays he, Thoſe Prigſis ho 


make the Church to depend on the Miniſtry 
by Chriſtianity, mean only themſelves, and 


their own Power. Here's a Charitable Wri- 


ter, a Godly Reformer of Chriſt's Heritage; 
one that pretends to weed the Sacred 'Vine- 
yard, but with certain Deſigns to deſtroy 
the future Vintage as he goes on. But if 
Means muſt give Place 1% Ends, and Reli. 
gion, and\the Good of the Church, be preferr'd 
befor“ tbe Power of any. Eccleſraſticks, the 
People maſt have a Right to make and un- 
make Miniſters as they judge moſt conveni- 
ent for the End the Miniſtry was deſign'd. 
And if the Endof Mimſiry is the Good of 
the Church or People, that neceſſarily inferrs 
they have a Right to judge when they aft for 
their Good; which wou'd be to no Purpoſe 
they bad not a Power, as in all Caſes, to 
plice or diſplace them as they judge their 
own \ Good requires, And nothing can be 
more raconſiſtent with. the Good of the 
Church than to ſuppoſe their Mimſters. aft 
independently; fince then they have no hopes 
of any Redreſs, except they whoſe Temporal 


Intereſt chiefly confiſts in lording and do- 
mineering over God's Heritage, will relliſie 
thoſe Abuſes they bave introduced into the 


Church for the Sake of their own Advan- 
14 e. - 


It this daes not diſcover the Man and his 


Principle, with the Ends he drives at, of 
driving the Prieſts entirely cut of the 


Church, the next Paragraph will ſhew it 
ob X plainer. 


r . — 


plainer. | Notbing can be more evident than 
that tbo many of the Clergy prefer their own 
Temporal Intereſt before the Eternal Good 
of Mens Sauls ; - fince when the Diſpute ir 
only about the Mode of urch. Government, 
woxu'd rather a Man ſhou'd. continue 
with em, tho never ſo Wicked, than become 
ever ſo Religious by: leaving their Commus+ 
nion, and therefore are for uſing Threats and 
Bribes to bring Men, tho? againſt their Con- 
ſciences, into their dun Churches. 
I wonder where our Author has got this 
late Intelligence of the Clergy's threatning 
or bribing Men againſt their Conſciences: 
For if he does not particularly know thoſe 
that have done theſe Things, this wicked 
Aſperſion of his, is a Villainous Deſigu to 
traduce the whole Order of Prieſts, among 
whom we have a great many very Eminent, 
both for Learning and Piety, and I believe 
never fewer known that are really ſcanda- 
lous ; which is next to an N 
that ſome will be ſo, amongſt ſuch a Num 
ber of Men, Who are liable to Humane 
Frailties. Pray obſerve the Weakneſs of 
the following Argument. If the Office of a 
Clergy man was ſo appropriated, that it was 
unlawful for others to meddle with it, th 
ought not to viſit. the Sick, reconcile Dife. 
rences, or inſtrull another in thoſe Duties 
they owe to God, and each other; which every 
one, as he has Opportunity, is oblig d to do: 
And that ſome have more | Convemence than 
others, depend on the Peoples alloming them 
-@ ſufficient Maintenance wholly to attend 
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Ode wou'd not think: à Man of Senſe 


ſnou d be capable of making ſuch Blun- 
ders; but one may ſee his Zeal, for an ill 


Caule catties him beyond his Reaſon abun- 
dantiy; fer how ridiculous is it to ſay that 
viſiting * the Sick is interfering with the 


Prieſt's Office, becauſe: that is one of his 
— Duties: 10 is Praying; but how 

olilh wou'd-it be to ſay that Praying ei- 
ther with" one's ſelf er Friend is meddling 


with the Office of the Prieſt? For all the 


Duties of Chriſtianity; which he is equally 
bound to perform at this rate, as well as 


Cletgy men, might be as well call'd med- 


dling with their Office; but this is ſuch tri- 


fling Work I am really aſham'd of it, as 


he may be of the wtetched Shifts he makes 
in this Apr where he relates that 
foolilh Caſe of the Boy Baptizing his Play- 
fellows, 3s a ſufficient Argument to prove 
thellaĩty have Power to Baptize; which they 
may Well have at this Rate, ſince he allows 
them Power to Pray, and Preach, and Ad- 


miniſter che Sacraments; Cor, ſays he, 71 


40 


urd to imagine a Lay-man ts not cupubir 


Iirihul ing the Bread and Wine," or accord. 


715 Ib preſent Mode, of Sprinkling an 


Infant, and repeating 4 Set Form of Words. 


A vet Night Matter truly; I find our Au- 
hor is gotcern'd why any Body ſhou'd 
ve" thewſelves-'the Trouble and Charge 
of“ Tehding” for a Prieſt to officiate, 
ſince ie may perferm every thing fo 
enfily bimſelf at this rate; it was no- 
thing but the Idleneſs of the Lairy chat 


þ £4 gave 


fach Circumſtances, - as Praying: aloud, 
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gave Occaſion for the uſe af the Miniſtry ß 
2 Man wou'd be apt to believe this Gentle - 
man had never read the Bible, elſe he 
wou d have found the uſe of the Prieſt in 
all Ages of the World; and 'tis ſtrange we 
are ſo much wiſer than our Forefathers, that 
we muſt aboliſn both what God and Man 
has ioftirured and ordain'd from the Crea: 
don. T on 160 fustte. n 0+ 
He takes a great deal of Pains to Prove, 
2 Man may be a good Chriſtian, without be- 
ing of any Churcb, or any Religion either, 
according to his Hyhotheſis : Ius no wonder, 
ſays he, That all Ihings relating ta Church. 
Diſcipline are 10 he alter d according to Ci, 
cumſtances, ſincę thoſe ſometimes take off - 
all Obligation to Church Communion; as ſups |. 
poſe One in a Country, where there's no 
Chriſtian; by reading the Bible, or, otherwiſe: 
conuinc d of the Truth of Cbriſtianiiy, in 
that Caſe: be 3s: not' bound by the Laws. of 7 
Chrift, which-make no Alteration in hi Qu 
Staie, 10 leave bis Friends, Relations and, 
uni; an order ip he Baptiz'd, and join 
22 to any Chureb; and conſequently be 
Churchonan : dd conſidering what is get. 
nerb/ly meant hat Word, a good (briſti- 
an, and a good Church. man, are Things too. 
oppoſue ; noy, Juch may. Mans Circum- 
ſtances be, ax 10 be bound to leave all Church * 
Commu nion; at un Embaſſador from an Infi- 
del, who during bis Embaſhe becomes a Chri- 
ſtian, is oblig d to return, and remain at 
Home, if the Service of bus Country. re. 
quires it, though be cannot there have - 4 
| Churc 
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Charch-Communion. - The Ethiopian Eunuch, - 
no doubt, was 4 g Chriſtian, though'he 2 
turns d is his own Country, where there was © 
n urch or Chriſtian beſides himſelf. even 
beſors be bad communicated with any Church 
enn io 01s 24 9 e GT x 
Tis an odd Kind of Argument from the 
Neceffity of a thing to eſtabliſh a Reaſon 
for the Uſe of it, when there is no Neceſſi- 
ty, as in the Caſe: our Author relates; for 
tho” a Man may upon Caſes of Extremity be 
a good Chriſtian, without being in the Com- 
munion of any Church, yet I hope there is 
no Reaſon to conclude,” but that he may be 
a better, when he has the Opportunity of 
joining with a Church; but how he makes 
a good Chriſtian, and a good Church · man 
too, oppoſite, is beyond my Philoſophy to 
diſcover; but he has ſtrange Flights, like 
the Eagle; ſometimes he ſoars quite out of 
View, but then is not able to bear himſelf 
alofr long, but all of a ſudden flaps down 
upon the Ground again, with his ſhallow 
Reaſons, why a Man may be of No-Church; 
as if that :where be lives 1 — the Pro- 
| 1 Y Opinions. as neceſſary to (on· 
. ho by Con ſcience . con- 
ſent to; which confidering the impoſing Jen. 
f Churches cannot but frequently hap- 
en to à thinking Perſon. In this Caſe, a. 
en bound not to communicare with that 
Gurch, ſo be is not oblig d to for ſate his F 
Country to join with any 


other. Grotius . 
ves Two other Reaſons for abſtaining 
from Communion. 1 


4 


Fut, 
| 
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Firſt, when it is made a Teſt and a Mark 
of Diſtinction for a: Party and a Fadion; 
and we are by it to ſigniſie that we rejett and 
diſlown other good | Chriſtians, who agree 
with us in the Fundamentals of Religion, 
and live as Pigus as our ſelves. Which. 
ſuppoſes, ſays he, that the Famous Grotias 
was not for Occaſional Communion him 
ſelf, but thought none were to be commu- 
nicated who did not approve: that Charita- 
ble Principle: But if it have the conſtant 
5 Practice of the whole Chriſtian Church, and | 
Ss of alk che Refarmed Churches, which I hope | 
N may ſtand againſt, if not over-ballance, this 


Famous Grot ina as he calls him, For thoſe. 
that do not conſtitute ſome kind of Unifor- 


1 

ö mity in their Churches, it muſt needs be | 
: acknowledg'd that they leave the People | 
f more open to Sehifms: and Diviſions upon | 
{ 1 every Occaſion, and that they obſerve not | 
n 4 that) good Order, which is ſo congruous to 
9 Humane Nature in Matters of Religion, as | 
n; thoſe that do otherwiſe. In the Corpus Ds/- | 
0 cipline it is left free to every one, either to | 
p- ſtand; go, or ſit, at the receiving of the | 
8 Lord's Supper, but yet this does not imply | 
* ſuch an Occational- Communion as our Au- 

Ip” thor aims at. But if the Clergy do not at 

1 all exerciſe: this Right of theirs, let them 

001 2 take heed in the mean time they do not in 

bs effect loſe it, and that in the end it do not 

wh come to. be pofitively deny'd them. For | 
ng | Cuſtomary Ad juncts in Divine Worſhip are f 


of diſterent Kinds in every National Church. 
10 | But in Scripture direction is given that all 
Ui Things that are done-in the Church be done | 


2 Wo. Church Efabliſftid: Or, 
to Ea! ration, and Decenily, and in Order. &c. 
The Meaning of which is, that they be done 
to the Welfate of the Publick, but primarily 
of Religion, and then of Government. 

And the ſame Reaſons, either more gene- 
rally or particularly afſign'd for the Con- 
ſtitut ion of ſuch Ceremonies, as we find uſed 
in the ' Writings of the ſeveral Chriſtian 
Churches. And there is no doubt but that 
zn Uniformity in theſe Things will conduce 
ro Order; not but that the Peoples Ster- 
ciſing themſelves intelligently -in the Pra- 
ctice and Uſe of them, will put them in 
Mind of the Obedience they owe te Dif. 
cipline and Government. Nor is there any 
Doubt but that their ſtirring up Men ina 
common Moral Way, ſuitable to their: 
Humane Inſtitution, and according to the 
difterent Intentions of their ſeveral Signifi- 


cations, will conduce to Edification. 
Other Things might be {aid, but the Con- 

troverſie concerning theſe Matrers infithe 

Church of England hath been largely hand- 
led and debated, and that by the firſt Un- 
dertakers of it in the main: Their Books 
are to be ſeen Pro and Con; ſee Dr. Morton's 


Defence. worthy to be read; But whoſoever 


2 


will read them, let them weigh Things du- | 
ly on both Sides; in the mean time rhe N | 
Church is not-worthy of Blame for being BY. 
| tender of her Authority in this Matter. 1 
In the Conference at Hampton-Court, 1 
| when the Impeachment of Chriſtian Liber- | 
| ry - was-urg'd againſt rhe Impoſitions of theſe L 
1 Things in England, King James was much 8 


moved, and told the Opponent, That he would 
x not 


WO 2 n 
„„ ˖˙*— . m r 


not argue that Point with him, but Anſwer 
theteid as Kings are wont in Parliament 

Le. Kr aviſerd;jtelling bim that it ell d 
very, Rankly oi-Anebapri/m, Nc. and there- 
fore charg'd him never to ſpeak more in 
that Point; adding withal, how far he was 
bound to Obey when the Church had or- 
dain'd Laws. 05 48 8 1851272 
Before I leave this Chapter I ſhall give 
the Reader a further Taſte of our Author's 
Candour and Charity for Church men; For 
were the Clergy lie Men of other Profe(ft- 
ans, Content 40 Claim no Right to their En- 
ploysz.or to am Prrvileges,. not in common 


with other Chriſtians, but what they deriu'd 
Jl 


from Humane 2 not * tho e Shame: 
ful Puarrels, which divide the Proteſiants 
about the Divine Right of the Epiſcoparian, 
Presbytertan, Independent Forms of Church. 
Government would fall ro the Ground, but 
the Pope's Supr „and the whole 0 
craft of the Romiſb, as well as all ot ber 
Churches, - muſt; inevitably fink. As this 
word prevent all.Schiſm, on the Account of 


Eceleſiaſtical Diſcipline, ſo did not Prieſts © 


ſet themſelves in the Place of God, and In- 
piouſiꝝ require 4 Divine Faith to be giuen to 
their Dubious Inferences, and uncertain Con- 
cluſions ; and, as ſuch, impoſe em on the Peo- 
ple as neceſſary Lerms of Communign, inſtead 
of lening eve one, at the Law of God re- 
guires, judge for himſelfß. | 

Here's a Virulency with a Vengeance; yet 
this is the Gentleman that wou'd not have 
the Church wounded through his Sides, yet 
can tell the Church men they impiouſly re- 
vide] gauire 
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quire a Divine Faith to be given te their 
Jubious Inſerenees; not the Facobire, Popyſh, 
or High. flying Clergy, but the Generaliiy 
of the Eccleſiaſtict in moſt Places, by the 
urch ſeem io mean only themſelves, and 
by Religion ojly their own Power and Domi- 
nion; yet notwithſtanding this, he wou'd 
pretend to ſweeren them again; though he 
deſigns nothing by it, but their inevitable 
Ruin, © together with that of the Church, 
and all kind of Religion with it: For, fays 
he, The Cauſe of "the Church ſhall Sarflific 
all manner of Calunnits, Lies and Frauds, 
24 well at all Oppreſi ve and Violent Me- 
zhods. What is this, I Pray, but down- 
tight Railery; and Abaſiye Language? What 
does all this Clamour Prove 2painft rhe 
Church: That ſhe muſt be the Subject of a 
Billing ſeate Libeller, who goes on in a ra- 
ving _ againſt her without Reaſon or 
Confideration, To this the Peace, Nuiet 
and Welfatt of their Country ſhall be facri- 
ficed', for this Chartty, Benevolence, Mode- 
ration, Mutual Forbearance, and all other 
Chriſtian Vertues, ſhall he ridiculed, and their 
Contraries try'd wp as the only Virtues , 
for thu the Chriftran World has in 4 manner 


been perpetudlly engag'd in —1 ever ſince 


it had the Power of the"Swor 


But it wilt be Time to leave him in this 


Frantick Fir, and proceed to Ch. 5. where- 
in he affirms, That the Clengys endeavour- 
ing at an Independent Power, not oy 4 pre- 
vents the further ſpreading of the Goſpel, 
but ts the Cauſe of its having already 1 0 
much Ground. This Chapter he paſſes 
__ {lightly 


{lightly over; as he may well do, ſince the 


Charge is 2 and what he pretends to 


urge àgainſt the Clergy's Independent Pow- 
— the Progreſs of the Goſpel, Par- 
ticular: Befides, he does 4s it were under - 
take to Prove he does not know what; for 
Chriftianizy. has ſpread it ſelf over a larger 
Track of Ground in America, than whar it 
has loft in the reſt of the World beſide. 
If he tneans that the Goſpel is not profeſs d 
with chat Purity that it was in the Apoſtles 
Times, and upon that Account may be ſaid 
to have loſt Ground, be is certainly in the 
righttof; it; but that makes nothing to his 
Argument, no more than what he quotes 
from the Biſhop of Sali buy or Mr. Le 
Clerc in his Treatiſe of the Cauſes of I,. 
delity.: Indeed lie urges a Mallcions Atgu- 
ment which wou'd Prove his Aſſertion, 
cou'd he Prove it; but ſince there is no- 


thing but his own ipſe dixir for it, I hall 
. relate it, oer 


oe bis Malice and Baſe De- 
ſigns to the World, ia endeavouring tb 
Charge the Cletgy, without ſo much as 
attempting to give One Inftance. And I 
think I may add, ſays he, That this Indepen- 
715 5 7 was the ex _ that 

ianity loft ſo — ur Provinces it once 
ae 4 5 nothing can be Fro than 
that all the Numberleſs Diſorders, Tumulte, 
Commotions,' Wars, Perſecutions,' Maſſacres, 
&c. which have happen d to-Chreftians on the 
Pretence of | Religion, are wholly 'owing" th 
the Clergy's requiring 'a blind Submiſfon to 
their Decrees in order to Advance this Power. 
Who told him this? Or what Authority 
881 has 
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bas he this from, that he aſſerts it thus 
Poſnivelys as if he had ſtood by and heard 
the Clergy make their Unreaſonable De- 
wands, of a blind Submiſſion from the Lai- 
ty 2 Af be certainly did not know theſe 
Things, his Chriftianity, if he has any, 
Thou'd have forbid F him to have laid ſuch 
an Uacharitable Charge without Demon- 
ſtrative Proof; which it is impoſſible he 
ſhou'd have; and therefore Mankind ought 
to beware how they take heed to the Fine 
8 eres: and Subtle: Inſinuations, of ſuch 
2 dangerous Man, Who values not what he 
Aays to gain his Point, which is, to ſee an 
end put to all manner af Religion. 111 
Butch takes another Chapter; which tho 
In different Words, is to the ime. Purpoſe, 
to prove, Thar the Clergy's claiming: an In 
dependent Power, it of all Things the moſt 
deſtruclive to the Intereſt af Religion,” and 
3s. the Cauſe of thoſe. Corruptions. under 
which Chriſtianity labours In this Chap- 
ter our Author brings a'gredt many Inſtan- 
ces; ſome of which are fot him, and ma-; 
ny of hisown againſt him; he rails at Coun- 
NN nods, c. after his uſual abufive 
Way, crying out againſt. them after this 


manner; What a Folly and Madneſs is it 

to take Clergy's Word in this relating to 
hole own Power and Juriſdiction, and ſuf- 
fer them to judge in their on. Cauſe, and 
decide where their o] Intereſt is / con- 
cetnd, às they muſt it they are Judges in 
Tate of Religion:? Then to be fure their 
own Independent Power ſhall be a Funda- 
mental Article. And might not the Clergy 
T 1 | urge 
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Char rin it a i pede: into nothing.” 
This, with” their” Bxtraordinary  Coridacd,” 


which the different Purties toll not fail" 1 


Bus to the World, willun ul Probatility 
ompledt ts Ruin. And whe the / fome Men, 
Zeal in the late Reign forthe Convoratipn - 
7 ft end; b Buſineſs tit proceed Neal 
ſuch Motibe I Hp not Wererninnt , 
they cobre the \ moſt difaſfellcd 10 Ieh > 
tur ion toho nude the , Noiſe” ah 

1h, 0% NN d 12,54 
Tinktanced-this to ſhow how far his 20 
wou'd'catry' him beyond his Reaſon for the 
Sake of his Cauſe; ſo that he bught to bear 
with the Irfirmities of the Clergy, which he 
ſuppoſer great and many.” becauſe his om 
in this Wotk has exceeded all he can fay'a- 
inſt them. Does he hot run on W 
and Clamour ? Or has he left a Page 


mW 


free from the Poiſonous Venom of Faction. 


Schiſm, or downright Atheiſm 2 He ſhall: 
we know'what Church, or hat Rel ion, 
he wou'd Eſtabliſh, fines every Paragta * 
is a Virulent Libel ſt the * 
aims not at their Reformation, but their 
Extirpation; he will give h Grains of Al 
lowance*for juſt Provotions, will not ſo 
much as imagine they may be ſometimes 
Imprudent and Overſcen in their Actions, 
but willi ſupp6ſe all they Uo is intent Ma- 
lice, and * ade ro Deceive, abd 
draw 'Manki to Miſchief, He is for 
TR: 4 3 * ingenium, 


2 mag- 
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Therefore 1 (ball ſum vp abis cor 
with his own Railery, as.the beſt Saryr. 
on. himſelf ; As the. Ge, though Tr in 
Compari iſon of the Laity\ were the Inventors, 
Contrivers, and firſt Broachers ; ſo on the 
contrary. tabersſoever any Reformanions haus 
happen d, they haus been card on by ibe 
Laihy, in Oppoſe — to — _ af \tbe 
Clergy..: | For . thoag there were 
bert and there a 2 6 2 45. . J 
the Truth before their Imereſt. 3 Eee 8 
jority of the Clergy have always been againſt 
411 Arr ons: For the betier. Ant if | 2 
Man examine the State 'of Chriſſendom, 
be mill, find, that the morg they haue in any 
Nation abounded in Number, Humer 2 
fe 2 | 
2 on 1 aontreny, and det Pour we 
s they have had, and the "fewer weir 
—. haut bern; Fog more: it has. been 
Preſerved Furs and Intire ; at if to eep 
iu notbing mare tad bern negui rad, than 
nat gw allo sþe 8 Gent Maun- 
16 N it. this be not diſco- 
R plain to the World, I 
n pretend 
to gyels at any Man's Meaning by 15 il. 
ting this is ſo barefac'd and. wicked, Men 
8 en Blind that de not ſec thro 
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pos'd to have this Power, do Conſent. 

The Anſwer to the main Part of this Argu- 

ment is contain d in that to the Firſt Chap- 

ter, That there cannot be Two Independent 

Powers in the ſame Society; only it has not 

Reſpett to Reformation which ; if it be 

ſuch a Reformation, as 1 dare ſay our Au- 

thor aims at, I think it is fit it fhould 

make it Unlaiwfbl ; fot as to the Conſent 
| of the Clefgy he cannot any wiſe ſuppoſe - 
If it requiite : Fir/?, Becauſe there is no Ne- 
ceſſity to Ask cheir Advice, every Lay man 
re good and proper a Judge in Spiritu- 

als as they: And, Second!y, It rhey thould 

Ask, the ergy have no Power ro Deny, or 

Conſent. A Man that holds Theſe Tenets, 

rhough withour any Authority ro Support 

them, may well conclude that an Indepen- 

dent Power makes all Reformation Unlaw- 

ful, becauſe he wou'd have ſuch a kind of 

b Reformation as he likes, at the Will and 
| Power of the Rabble, which he thinks mcre 
agreeable to the Laws of Nature, though ir 
be direAly oppoſite ro the Light of the Goſ⸗ 
p21, and the Poſitiye Laws of God, by, which 
the Terms of Communtotr in the Chriſtian 
Church are Eſtabliſh'd, and by which no 
Reformation can be actounted Lawful that 
is not governed thereby, and all Doctrines 
Dangerous and Heretical that have not their 
FoundatiofF$ Built thereon ; but on the con- 


pay our Author is of Opinion, it ean be- 
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| long only to the People ro appoint their own 
| Eccleſiaſtical Officers ;, ſince 'tis for their 
| Sake that any Officers of that Nature are 
| inſtituted, and tis their Intereſt alone 
I 3 which 


102 No-Church Eſtabliſſ d: Or, 
which is concerned, and their Good or Ii, 
which depends on the Choice of their Mini- 
flers ; and conſequently that any ſhould have 
a Right of obtruding whom they Pleaſe on 
them is moſt Unnatural, and contrary to the 
received Rule of having thut which concerns 
all, approv'd by all. And therefore there's 
no need of any Particular Texts of Scri 
ture to Prove this Power belongs lo t 
Church, ſince tis an Inherent Fundamental 
Right of all Communities. Here it may plain- 
ly appear our Author is not afraid of an 
Independent Power, but in the Clergy, for 
to avoid that, he has crected Two in the 
People ; for they have Power, he fays, to 
appoint their own Eccleſiaſticks; and that 
they have Power to make Kings, neither 
he, nor any of his Kidney, have ever doubted; 
for Miniſters were made for the Sake of the 
People; but that does not follow that they 
were ever made by the People, as he Con- 
tends for, and ſays, there's no need of Par- 
ticular Texts of Scripture: But I would ad- 
viſe him againſt the next Time that he Un- 

| dertakes to Prove ſuch difficult Things, he 

| wou'd Conſulr Scripture, that his Arguments 

may have a little more Weight in them; 

: though it may appear Unnatural to him to | 

ſ have a Miniſter obtruded on him, he will 

find the World will think him an Unrea- 

ſonable Man for obtruding his Opinion on 

them againſt Divine Revelation, againſt Rea- 

ſon, and againſt the Uſage and Cuſtoms of | 


N 

| 
: 
. 
| 

| 
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; all Nations. 


To | 
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To proceed with his Argument, The con- 
trary Notion, ſays he, not only makes the 
Church to be founded for the Sake of its Mi- 
; tools who may Rule and Domineer as 

ncontroulably as they Pleaſe, ſince the 
Faithful can never diſown them, though they 
AT ever ſo Arbitrarily, and Tyrannize ever 
ſo Barbarouſly ; but it — ſuppoſes, 
(provided there muſt be Church Officers ) 
that God either Prefers an Abſalute Obedi. 
ence to the Will of the Prieft before the Sal- 

vation of Mankind, and therefore wou'd have 
em ſubmit to the moſt Impious Doftrines 
of, dare to Impoſe, rather thun throw em 


off, and put others in their Places ; orelſe 
there's no ſuch Thing as Truth and Falſe- 
hood, Virtue or Vice, Piety or Impicty ; but 
all Religion conſiſts in paying a blind Obe- 
dience to them, without .any Regard to the 
Nature of the Things which they Impoſe as 
* Terms of Communion, Xi 
as there ever ſuch a wicked Concluſion 
drawn from ſuch a ſlender Suppoſition? 
That God muſt either Prefer Abſ6lute Obe- 
dience to the Prieſt's Will, before theSalva- 
| tion of Mankind, or elſe there is no ſuch 


| 
: 
e 
| 


thing as Truth and Falſhood, Cc. and all 
this muſt happen if the People have not 
a2 Right to chuſe their own Miniſtry, or 
the Prieſts have a Divine Right to Preach 
and Adminiſter the Holy Sacraments, with- 
out a Commiſſion from our Sovereign Lord 
the People. Was there ever any thing more 
| Impious ? Was there ever any thing pro- 
| rk with ſo little Reaſon in it, or ſo much 
| Folly or Madneſs, or Enthuſiaſtick Pride ? I 
H 4 | know 


£824 No- Church Eſtabliſb d: Or, 
know not well what to call it. Nay, ſays 
he, This Hypotheſis makes it to depend on 
the Clergy whether there fhall be a Religi- 
ous Wor 2 or not? And, good Sir, does 
not your 'Hyporhefis make the very ſame 
thing depend upon the People whether we 
ſhall have any Religion at all, or po: Now 
the Reaſon of rhe Queſtion lyes, whether 
the Clergy, who, modeſtly ſpeaking, are 
generally of Senſe, Learning, and Piety, 
wou'd divert us fooner of our Religious 
Worſhip; or the common Maſs of Mankind, 
who, ſerting aſide the Gentry, are generally 
void both of Reaſon and Religion; but he 
has ſo much of this kind of Trumpery, I 
begin to 778 weary of him. 
hap. VIII. he goes on to Prove, © That 
© the Clergy's pretending to an Independent 
* Power has been the occaſion of infinite Miſ- 
© chiefs to the Chriſtian World, and is atterly 
* inconſiſtent with the Happineſs of Human 
Societiet. This is ſo much of a Piece 
with whar he has already ſaid, it ſcarce de- 
ſerves.an Anſwer to it; bur left the Gemle- | 
man ſtioud Triumph too much for want of 
e, 1 ſhall examine One or Two of his | 
rgaments on this Head, where he fill 
parry his former Prejudice with the ſame 
nvereracy that he ſhows his Anger, be- 
cauſe every Pariſh has got a Prieſt, when he 
thinks One too much for a whole Nation; 
and tor fear his own Abuſive Pen ſhou'd 
not ralſe Scandal enough againſt the Cler- 
\ he gives us Sciopi s Ridiculous and 
Abl efinition of a Church, à Stall, or 
Herd, vr Multirude of Beaſts 2 ; 
Wen dh A 
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its Proſperity is from its Induſtry py the} 


not the ſmall Power of che C 
which is as Independent in their 
Bn * . try in! — e 
e, ney out the Supremacy o | 
Pope from hurting the Ste but ſeldom 
abridge him in th e puer! Jörl he 
claims over thoſe bf his Church and Com- 
munion, except upon l gooneh _ 
ons, one of which ha of 
Choice of a General of one o dell Orders: 
Chapter the 9th * — That this. 
Hypotheſis, of none bein as of govern- 
ing the Church, except ; and that 
hone can be Bt i/ſhops,, © except he who A. 
vibe their Power by a aa ir, and uttin- 
rerrupted Sue 2 the Catholitk Churth 


i the The N es, 4 the very = 


Miniſters. et wang were Eur dy the P . 
tive Chriſtians, and are fince deſcended ts 
vs, we have the Example of the A L 
Ind the Canons of \the Primitive Church, 
that they were examined both for their 
ine, and for their Life. And this is 
Paul's Rule, "That z Biſhop ſhow'd be aps 
70 Teach, and Blameleſs.. The Perſons that 
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4210 No- Church Eſtabliſp d, &c. 
Dy this Hypotheſis of the Bifhops being 
Governours of the Church by Birne Right 
no Religious Society, which has not Epiſco- 
pal Government, tho? in all Things elſe 
rx py rn the greattſt Pu- 
riry, can be a Church, fince that no more 
chan any other Society can ſubſiſt without 
.Goverrment, of which, if Biſhops only are 
capable, all that the Reform'd who want 
them have got by their Separation from the 
Church of Rome, is to Unchurch themſelve 
throwing off a Government which is Ef: 
\{&ntial to the Church of Chriſt, Biſhops 
.only having a Power to | authorize Men to 
reach, adminiſter the Sacraments; or per- 
oem any other Ecclefiaſtical Oper; 
therefore ever ſince this Nation has prevail'd 
we. confiantly Re-ordain thoſe ho come 
3 
cy, - whilſt we religiouſly abſtain 
— the ſame to _ who leave the 
Romfh Communion,” as having already 
Hands. laid on em by Bifhops. *. that it 
ſeem we:eſteem the Want of that alone 
more deſtructive to the Being of 2 Chriſtian 
Church, than all the Immortal, Impious 
and Idolatrous Tenets of the Rowanriffs ; and 
therefore if we act to this Nation, 
we are as much obliged to prefer cheir In- 
tereſt before all Proreſtarr Church which 
want Epiſcopacy: as we are a Chriſtian be- 
fore a No · Chriſtian Church. The Conſe- 
| he draws from mis ment is ſo 
fore d and unreaſonable, I think I need only 
refer it to the Confideration of the Impartial 
Reader for a ſufficient Anſwer. 
| Ef 1X TS 


